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This book contributes to the understanding of first-language loss in both immigrant and
indigenous communities in (at least) three ways. First, it provides insight into the process of
language loss and the factors contributing to it. Second, it attempts to define, from an insider
perspective, what it means to "lose" a language. Third, it analyzes the perceived
consequences of first language loss in terms of social, academic, emotional, and economic
factors--an approach previously lacking in research on language loss. Most studies of first
language loss are impersonal, even when they tell emotional stories. This polyphonic book
about language loss and imperfect learning of heritage languages tells the inside story. Easy to
read and yet academic, it gives voice to five different storytellers who relate the histories of
their first language loss and analyzes themes from 21 life-history case studies of adults who
had lost their first languages while learning English. The stories in this book make a compelling
argument that heritage languages should be preserved, that ESL should be about developing
bilinguals not English monolinguals. Important reading for researchers, practitioners, and
graduate students in ESL and bilingual education, multicultural education, cultural studies, and
sociology, this book will also interest qualitative researchers as an example of a unique form of
both doing and writing research.
The relation of language variation to reconstructed languages and to the methodology of
reconstruction has long been neglected. The articles in the present volume consider this
relationship from a number of different angles, with a number of different focuses. Several of
the papers discuss evidence from Germanic, either Proto-Germanic (Joseph, Schwink), or
daughter languages such as Dutch (Goss & Howell), Afrikaans (Roberge), Newcastle English
(Milroy), and a Wisconsin German dialect (Geiger & Salmons). Other papers look at Italian
(Cravens), Spanish (Harris-Northall), and the non-Indo-European languages or families
Aramaic (Miller), and Proto-Hmong-Mien (Ratliff), and the Southeast Asian languages Phan
Rang Cham and Tsat (Thurgood). In doing so they bring together a number of interconnected
issues which are of current concern in comparative and historical linguistics.
This collection of eleven essays traces the complex paths of change taken by the English
language in its long history, from its Indo-European origins to the present day. Just like any
other language, English is a complex system made up of several interconnected sub-systems
– lexical, syntactical, phonological, morphological – and all of those sub-systems are subject to
change, resulting in constant shifts and readjustments. Additionally, more than some other
languages, English has a history marked by strong upheavals, particularly with the influence of
Scandinavian and Romance languages in the Middle Ages. The contributions here consider all
aspects of that complex history, with four of them taking a particular interest in the issues
brought about by language contact with French and Latin.
An explosion of invention 150 years ago, connected by a new singular idea-environmentsrevolutionized the disciplines. Today, a new singular idea-artifacts-enables us to understand
the invention of knowledge and unify the arts and sciences.
An original study of the formation of compounds, and what syntactic, structural and semantic
criteria determine their spelling and usage.
Beyond Lexical Variation in Modern Standard Arabic presents several aspects concerning
Modern Standard Arabic. It analyzes the different forms of lexical variation, and the causes for
these variations. This starting point led to many other vital issues related to the present state of
the Arabic Language such as language planning, native speakers' identity and fears and most
importantly the relationship between the different Arabic varieties: Classical, Modern Standard,
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and dialects. The book analyzes lexical variation comprehensively and provides deep insights
on the present state of the language with some speculations on its future.
This collection of original contributions dealing with Hispanic contact linguistics covers an array
of Spanish dialects distributed across North, South, and Central America, the Caribbean, the
Iberian Peninsula, and the Bosporus. It deals with both native and non-native varieties of the
language, and includes both synchronic and diachronic studies. The volume addresses, and
challenges, current theoretical assumptions on the nature of language variation and contactinduced change through empirically-based linguistic research. The sustained contact between
Spanish and other languages in different parts of the world has given rise to a wide number of
changes in the language, which are driven by a concomitance of different linguistic and social
processes. This collection of articles provides new insight into such phenomena across the
Spanish-speaking world.
This volume is witness to a spirited and fruitful period in the evolution of corpus linguistics. In
twenty-two articles written by established corpus linguists, members of the ICAME
(International Computer Archive of Modern and Mediaeval English) association, this new
volume brings the reader up to date with the cycle of activities which make up this field of study
as it is today, dealing with corpus creation, language varieties, diachronic corpus study from
the past to present, present-day synchronic corpus study, the web as corpus, and corpus
linguistics and grammatical theory. It thus serves as a valuable guide to the state of the art for
linguistic researchers, teachers and language learners of all persuasions.After over twenty
years of evolution, corpus linguistics has matured, incorporating nowadays not just small,
medium and large primary corpus building but also specialised and multi-dimensional
secondary corpus building; not just corpus analysis, but also corpus evaluation; not just an
initial application of theory, but self-reflection and a new concern with theory in the light of
experience. The volume also highlights the growing emphasis on language as a changing
phenomenon, both in terms of established historical study and the newer short-range
diachronic study of 20th century and current English; and the growing area of overlap between
these two. Another section of the volume illustrates the recent changes in the definition of
'corpus' which have come about due to the emergence of new technologies and in particular of
the availability of texts on the world wide web. The volume culminates in the contributions by a
group of corpus grammarians to a timely and novel discussion panel on the relationship
between corpus linguistics and grammatical theory.
Reflecting a multitude of developments in the study of language change and variation over the
last ten years, this extensively updated second edition features a number of new chapters and
remains the authoritative reference volume on a core research area in linguistics. A fully
revised and expanded edition of this acclaimed reference work, which has established its
reputation based on its unrivalled scope and depth of analysis in this interdisciplinary field
Includes seven new chapters, while the remainder have undergone thorough revision and
updating to incorporate the latest research and reflect numerous developments in the field
Accessibly structured by theme, covering topics including data collection and evaluation,
linguistic structure, language and time, language contact, language domains, and social
differentiation Brings together an experienced, international editorial and contributor team to
provides an unrivalled learning, teaching and reference tool for researchers and students in
sociolinguistics
The Event of Psychopoetics overviews and investigates the notion of psychopoetics, a
sociopsychological event that involves re-creative slips and that emerges under certain cultural
conditions and power relations in the context of everyday interaction and through certain
modes of dialoguing and conversing. This transdisciplinary text takes the reader through the
thought processes of Deleuze, Guattari, Agamben, Maffesoli, Foucault, Butler, Haraway, and
Braidotti, among others, addressing debates that are integral to the critique of psychology and
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its devices of subjectivization and normalization. Garcia takes a unique approach by reflecting
on how psychopoetics contrasts institutionalized dialogues, while constantly emphasizing the
generative and transformative potency of social worlds effectuated in the impetuous play of
poetics. The book combines the rigor of academic research with the creative display of ideas
that open diverse, suggestive lines of reflection on everyday interlocution and its possibilities of
reinvention, modes of social existence, and the relation between subjectivity and the designs of
power. A truly unique reading experience, this book is ideal for students, instructors, and
researchers in the fields of philosophy, social psychology and sociological thought, discourse
studies, literary theory, and cultural analysis.
The contributors to this volume cover the international range of scholarship in the field of
Historical Linguistics, as well as some of its major themes. The work and ideas they discuss
are relevant not only to other aspects of Historical Linguistics but also to more general
developments in linguistic theory. Along with Professor Jones' Introduction, their comments
provide a major overview of Historical Linguistics that will be the reference point for its
development for many years to come and form an important contribution to general theories of
linguistic behaviour.
This collective volume focuses on the latest developments in the study of grammaticalization
and related processes of change such as degrammaticalization, constructionalization,
lexicalization, and petrification. It addresses topical issues relating to the motivations, sources,
defining features, and outcomes of these changes. New theoretical reflections are offered on
the pragmatic motivation of grammaticalization paths, process-oriented differences between
grammaticalization, lexicalization and degrammaticalization, the question of gradualness and
pace of grammaticalization, and deictics as a distinct source of grammaticalization. The articles
describe various constructional and distributional changes affecting deictics, determiners,
reflexives, clitics, nouns, affixes, adverbs and (auxiliary) verbs, mainly in the Germanic and
Romance languages. The volume will be of great interest to historical linguists working on
grammaticalization and related changes, and to all linguists working on the interface between
morphosyntax, semantics, pragmatics and discourse.
The English Language in Canada examines the current status, history and principal features of
Canadian English, focusing on the 'standard' variety heard across the country today. The
discussion of the status of Canadian English considers the number and distribution of its
speakers, its relation to French and other Canadian languages and to American English, its
status as the expressive medium of English Canadian culture and its treatment in previous
research. The review of its history concentrates on the historical roots and patterns of Englishspeaking settlement that established Canadian English and influenced its character in each
region of Canada. The analysis of its principal features compares the vocabulary,
pronunciation and grammar of Canadian English to standard British and American English.
Subsequent chapters examine variation and change in the vocabulary and pronunciation of
Canadian English, while a final chapter briefly considers the future of Canadian English.
Where is the locus of language variation? In the grammar, outside the grammar or somewhere
in between? Taking up the debate between system- and usage-based approaches, this volume
provides new discussions of fundamental issues of language variation. It includes several
highly insightful theoretical contributions as well as innovative empirical studies considering
different types of data, the role of priming in language change and rare phenomena.
The series Handbooks of Linguistics and Communication Science is designed to illuminate a
field which not only includes general linguistics and the study of linguistics as applied to
specific languages, but also covers those more recent areas which have developed from the
increasing body of research into the manifold forms of communicative action and interaction.
Semantic change — how the meanings of words change over time — has preoccupied scholars
since well before modern linguistics emerged in the late 19th and early 20th century, ushering
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in a new methodological turn in the study of language change. Compared to changes in sound
and grammar, semantic change is the least understood. Ever since, the study of semantic
change has progressed steadily, accumulating a vast store of knowledge for over a century,
encompassing many languages and language families. Historical linguists also early on
realized the potential of computers as research tools, with papers at the very first international
conferences in computational linguistics in the 1960s. Such computational studies still tended
to be small-scale, method-oriented, and qualitative. However, recent years have witnessed a
sea-change in this regard. Big-data empirical quantitative investigations are now coming to the
forefront, enabled by enormous advances in storage capability and processing power.
Diachronic corpora have grown beyond imagination, defying exploration by traditional manual
qualitative methods, and language technology has become increasingly data-driven and
semantics-oriented. These developments present a golden opportunity for the empirical study
of semantic change over both long and short time spans. A major challenge presently is to
integrate the hard-earned knowledge and expertise of traditional historical linguistics with
cutting-edge methodology explored primarily in computational linguistics. The idea for the
present volume came out of a concrete response to this challenge. The 1st International
Workshop on Computational Approaches to Historical Language Change (LChange'19), at
ACL 2019, brought together scholars from both fields. This volume offers a survey of this
exciting new direction in the study of semantic change, a discussion of the many remaining
challenges that we face in pursuing it, and considerably updated and extended versions of a
selection of the contributions to the LChange'19 workshop, addressing both more theoretical
problems — e.g., discovery of "laws of semantic change" — and practical applications, such as
information retrieval in longitudinal text archives.
This volume includes 14 papers investigating politeness phenomena in Greece and Turkey,
the cultural cross-roads of Europe, Asia and the Middle East. It reflects current research and
provides observations of and findings in patterns of linguistic politeness in a geographical area
other than the much studied English speaking ones. The book appeals to professionals and
students interested in a broader perspective of language use in its social context.Articles in the
collection are empirically rather than theoretically oriented and examine realisations of
politeness in relation to social parameters. The chapters have been arranged in pairs
(Greek/Turkish), treating the following related issues: firstly a more general ethnographic
picture of the two societies, the variables of power/status in classroom and other interaction,
solidarity in advice-giving and the use of approbatory expressions, service encounters and the
differential use of language by males and females, the use of interruptions in television talk,
and finally compliments.
From its beginnings in the 1960s, sociolinguistics developed several different subfields with
distinct methods and interests: the variationist tradition established by Labov, the
anthropological tradition of Hymes, interactional sociolinguistics as developed by Gumperz,
and the sociology of language represented by the work of Fishman. All of these areas have
seen a great deal of growth in recent decades, and recent studies have led to a more broadly
inclusive view of sociolinguistics. Hence there is a need for a handbook that will survey the
main areas of the field, point out the lacunae in our existing knowledge base, and provide
directions for future research. The Oxford Handbook of Sociolinguistics will differ from existing
work in four major respects. First, it will emphasize new methodological developments,
particularly the convergence of linguistic anthropology and variationist sociolinguistics. Second,
it will include chapters on sociolinguistic developments in areas of the world that have been
relatively neglected in the major journals. Third, its chapters are written by contributors who
have worked in a range of languages and whose work addresses sociolinguistic issues in biand multilingual contexts, i.e. the contexts in which a majority of the world's population lives.
Finally, it will include substantial material on the rapidly growing study of sign language
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sociolinguistics.
English as a lingua franca (ELF) has become ubiquitous in today's globalised, mobile and fastchanging world. It is clear that it will have an unprecedented impact not only on how we
communicate but also on our understanding of language use and change. What exactly ELF
brings to our life and to language theory is a question which requires an interdisciplinary take.
This book gathers together leading scholars from world Englishes, typology, language history,
cognitive linguistics, translation studies, multilingualism, sociolinguistics and ELF research
itself to seek state-of-the-art answers. Chapters present original insights on language change,
based on theoretical approaches and empirical studies, and provide clear examples of social,
interactional and cognitive changes that ELF instigates. The picture which unfolds on the
pages of this book is complex, dynamic and makes a convincing case for the importance of
English as a lingua franca on language change at a global scale.
Methodological know-how has become one of the key qualifications in contemporary
linguistics, which has a strong empirical focus. Containing 23 chapters, each devoted to a
different research method, this volume brings together the expertise and insight of a range of
established practitioners. The chapters are arranged in three parts, devoted to three different
stages of empirical research: data collection, analysis and evaluation. In addition to detailed
step-by-step introductions and illustrative case studies focusing on variation and change in
English, each chapter addresses the strengths and weaknesses of the methodology and
concludes with suggestions for further reading. This systematic, state-of-the-art survey is ideal
for both novice researchers and professionals interested in extending their methodological
repertoires. The book also has a companion website which provides readers with further
information, links, resources, demonstrations, exercises and case studies related to each
chapter.
Corpus Linguistics and the Analysis of Sociolinguistic Change demonstrates how particular
styles and varieties of language are chosen and represented in the media, to reveal changing
language ideologies and sociolinguistic change. Drawing on a corpus of ads broadcast on an
Irish radio station between 1977 and 2017, this book shows how corpus linguistic tools can be
creatively employed, in conjunction with frameworks and concepts such as audience and
referee design and indexicality, and examines how accents and dialects (vernacular and
prestige) are exploited in the ads across the decades. In addition, this book: illustrates the key
principles of corpus design for sociolinguistics studies and offers a framework for future
diachronic corpus studies of advertising on social media; provides a model for analysing
corpus data at both inter-varietal and intra-varietal levels in terms of both accent and dialectal
features and explores the efficacy of using particular corpus linguistic tools; identifies key
factors which can be used by researchers as evidence for sociolinguistic change and links
these factors to relevant theories and frameworks; demonstrates how corpus tools can be used
to compare advertising discourse with naturally occurring discourse, with particular reference
to markers of (pseudo) intimate discourse. Building on the growing body of research relating to
variation and change in Irish English, this book is key reading for researchers and advanced
students undertaking research within the areas of sociolinguistics and corpus linguistics.

Divided into three main sections on Phonology, Syntax and Semantics, this new volume
on variation in French aims to provide a snapshot of the state of sociolinguistic research
inside and outside metropolitan France. From a diatopic perspective, varieties in
France, Belgium, Switzerland, Africa and Canada are considered, mainly with respect
to phonological features but also focusing on syntactic and lexical evolutions (the
relative clause in Ivorian French and discourse markers in Canadian French). The
acquisition of stylistic features of French figures in chapters on both first and second
language learners and variation across different genres is addressed with respect to
Page 5/10

Online Library Variation In Language Faces Of Facebook English Text
Meaning Context Cracow Studies In English Language Literature And
Culture
non-standard non-finite forms. Finally, a section on semantic change traces the way
that interactional and other socio-historical factors affect word meaning. The volume will
appeal to (socio-)linguists with an interest in contemporary French as well as to
advanced undergraduates and post-graduate students of French and specialists in the
field.
This book makes an innovative contribution to the relatively young field of Queer
Linguistics. Subscribing to a poststructuralist framework, it presents a critical,
deconstructionist perspective on the discursive construction of heteronormativity and
gender binarism from a linguistic point of view. On the one hand, the book provides an
outline of Queer approaches to issues of language, gender and sexual identity that is of
interest to students and scholars new to the field. On the other hand, the empirical
analyses of language data represent material that also appeals to experts in the field.
The book deals with repercussions of the discursive materialisation of heteronormativity
and gender binarism in various kinds of linguistic data. These include stereotypical
genderlects, structural linguistic gender categories (especially from a contrastive
linguistic point of view), the discursive sedimentation of female and feminine generics,
linguistic constructions of the gendered body in advertising and the usage of personal
reference forms to create characters in Queer Cinema. Throughout the book, readers
become aware of the wounding potential that gendered linguistic forms may possess in
certain contexts.
Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject American Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 2,7, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (Institut fur
Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course: Main Differences between British English and
American English, language: English, abstract: "Mus tek cyear a de root fa heal de
tree." This proverb meaning "you need to take care of the root in order to heal the tree"
offers one of many examples of the regional variation of English known as Gullah. This
language is as unique as its speakers combining people of different African tribes,
descendants of the British immigrants, or those who came to America as indentured
servants in the early 17th century. Out of this "melting pot," the Gullah variation
developed - more than just a language or dialect, but a rich culture with a wonderful
tradition of storytelling among other ways of life. Gullah, serving a vital example of
original Creole language, revokes a great interest of the linguists from all over the
world. For years, linguists referred to Gullah as a dialect of Standard English, but in the
1940s, as African-American linguist Lorenzo Turner researched African languages, it
became apparent that Gullah did indeed have its roots in Africa. Following Turner's
ground-breaking research, numerous other linguists considered an interest in study of
the variation. One such linguist and professor who will be further discussed in this
paper is Salikoko Mufwene, a native speaker of several Bantu languages originating
from the Congo. Aside from the research of Turner and Mufwene, this paper will also
explain the origins and history of Gullah, its phonology, its grammatical structures, and
the threats of the extinction of Gullah."
Place has always been central to studies of language, variation and change. Since the
eighteenth century, dialectologists have been mapping language features according to
boundaries - both physical and institutional. In the twentieth century, variationist
sociolinguists developed techniques to correlate language use with speakers'
orientations to place. More recently, perceptual dialectologists are examining the
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cognitive and ideological processes involved in language-place correlations and
working on ways to understand how speakers mentally process space. Bringing
together research from across the field of language variation, this volume explores the
extent of twenty-first century approaches to place. It features work from both
established and influential scholars, and up and coming researchers, and brings
language variation research up to date. The volume focuses on four key areas of
research: processes of language variation and change across time and space; methods
and datasets for regional analysis; perceptions of the local in language research; and
ideological representations of place.
An authoritative overview of language and speech disorders, featuring new and
updated chapters written by leading specialists from across the field The Handbook of
Speech and Language Disorders, Second Edition, provides timely and authoritative
coverage of current issues, foundational principles, and new research directions within
the study of communication disorders. Building upon the reputation of the landmark first
edition, this volume offers an exceptionally broad and in-depth survey of the field,
presenting original chapters by internationally recognized specialists that examine an
array of language, speech, and cognitive disorders and discuss the most crucial
aspects of this evolving discipline while providing practical information on analytical
methods and assessment. Now in its second edition, the Handbook features
extensively revised and refocused content throughout, reflecting the latest advances in
the field. Original and updated chapters explore diverse topics including literacy and
literacy impairments, patterns of normal and disordered language development, hearing
impairment and cochlear implants, language acquisition and language delay, dementia,
dysarthria, ADHD, autism spectrum disorder, and many others. This acclaimed singlevolume reference resource: Provides 26 original chapters which describe the latest in
new research and which indicate future research directions Covers new developments
in research since the original publication of the first edition Features in-depth coverage
of the major disorders of language and speech, including new insights on perception,
hearing impairment, literacy, and genetic syndromes Includes a series of foundational
chapters covering a variety of important general principles, including labelling, diversity,
intelligibility, assessment, and intervention The Handbook of Speech and Language
Disorders, Second Edition, is essential reading for researchers, scholars, and students
in speech and language pathology, speech, language and hearing sciences, and
clinical llinguistics, as well as active practitioners and clinicians.
Drawing on the collective expertise of language scholars and educators in a variety of
subdisciplines, the Handbook for Arabic Language Teaching Professionals in the 21st
Century, Volume II, provides a comprehensive treatment of teaching and research in
Arabic as a second and foreign language worldwide. Keeping a balance among theory,
research and practice, the content is organized around 12 themes: Trends and Recent
Issues in Teaching and Learning Arabic Social, Political and Educational Contexts of
Arabic Language Teaching and Learning Identifying Core Issues in Practice Language
Variation, Communicative Competence and Using Frames in Arabic Language
Teaching and Learning Arabic Programs: Goals, Design and Curriculum Teaching and
Learning Approaches: Content-Based Instruction and Curriculum Arabic Teaching and
Learning: Classroom Language Materials and Language Corpora Assessment, Testing
and Evaluation Methodology of Teaching Arabic: Skills and Components Teacher
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Education and Professional Development Technology-Mediated Teaching and Learning
Future Directions The field faces new challenges since the publication of Volume I,
including increasing and diverse demands, motives and needs for learning Arabic
across various contexts of use; a need for accountability and academic research given
the growing recognition of the complexity and diverse contexts of teaching Arabic; and
an increasing shortage of and need for quality of instruction. Volume II addresses these
challenges. It is designed to generate a dialogue—continued from Volume I—among
professionals in the field leading to improved practice, and to facilitate interactions, not
only among individuals but also among educational institutions within a single country
and across different countries.
The new edition of the most complete and student-friendly introduction to the field of
sociolinguistics, fully revised and updated An Introduction to Sociolinguistics, Eighth
Edition, is a broad overview of the study of language in social context, providing
accessible coverage of major concepts, theories, methods, issues, and debates within
the field. This leading textbook helps students develop a critical perspective on
language in society as they explore the complex connections between societal norms
and language use. Organized in four sections, the text covers traditional language
issues, broad approaches to research in sociolinguistics, and language in relation to
gender and sexuality, education, and policy. The eighth edition contains new and
updated discussion of topics including the societal aspects of African American
Vernacular English (AAVE), multilingual societies and discourse, gender and sexuality,
ideologies and language attitudes, and the social meanings of linguistic forms. Fully
updated throughout, this important textbook: Provides perspectives on both new and
foundational research in sociolinguistics Features examples from a variety of languages
and cultures that illustrate topics such as social and regional dialects, multilingualism,
and language in education Includes end-of-chapter written exercises, key topic lists,
chapter summaries, and “Explorations” designed to promote classroom discussion
Offers students further reading suggestions, research ideas, and an updated
companion website containing a searchable glossary, a review guide, additional
exercises and examples, and links to online resources Includes a guide to the all
explorations and exercises in the textbook, discussion topics, and other teaching
resources via an instructor’s website Encouraging students to approach
sociolinguistics both empirically and as a way of viewing the world around them, An
Introduction to Sociolinguistics, Eighth Edition, remains the ideal textbook for upperlevel undergraduate and graduate courses in sociolinguistics, language and society,
anthropological linguistics, applied an
Twenty-four linguists analyze natural and social differences in language form, use, and
attitudes.
Politeness and Face in Caribbean Creoles is the first collection to focus on socio-pragmatic
issues in the Caribbean context, including the socio-cultural rules and principles underlying
strategic language use. While the Caribbean has long been recognized as a rich and
interesting site where cultural continuities meet with new "creolized" or innovative practices,
questions of politeness practices, constructions of personhood, or the notion of face have so
far been neglected in linguistic research on Caribbean Creoles. Drawing on linguistic
politeness theory and Goffman's concept of face, eleven mostly fieldwork-based innovative
contributions critically examine a range of topics, such as ritual insults, strategic use of "bad
language", kiss-teeth, the performance of homophobic threats, greetings, address forms,
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advice-giving, socialization and discourse, parent-child discourse, register choice and
communicative repertoire in the Caribbean context.
This collection brings together research on linguistic prescriptivism and social identities, in
specific contemporary and historical contexts of cross-cultural contact and awareness.
Providing multilingual and multidisciplinary perspectives from language studies, lexicography,
literature, and cultural studies, our contributors relate language norms to frameworks of identity
beyond monolingual citizenship - nativeness, ethnicity, politics, religion, empire. Some
chapters focus on traditional instruments of prescriptivism: language academies in Europe;
government language planners in southeast Asia; dictionaries and grammars from Early
Modern and imperial Britain, republican America, the postcolonial Caribbean, and modern
Germany. Other chapters consider the roles of scholars in prescriptivism, as well as the more
informal and populist mechanisms of enforcement expressed in newspapers. With a thematic
introduction articulating links between its breadth of perspectives, this accessible book should
engage everyone concerned with language norms.
Sociophonetics focuses on the relationship between phonetic or phonological form on the one
hand, and social and regional factors on the other, working across fields as diverse as
sociolinguistics, phonetics, speech sciences and psycholinguistics. Covering methodological,
theoretical and computational approaches, this engaging introduction to sociophonetics brings
new insights to age-old questions about language variation and change, and to the broader
nature of language. It includes examples of important work on speech perception, focusing on
vowels and sibilants throughout to provide detailed exemplification. The accompanying website
provides a range of online resources, including audio files, data processing scripts and links.
Written in an accessible style, this book will be welcomed by students and researchers in
sociolinguistics, phonetics, speech sciences and psycholinguistics.
How we raise young children is one of today's most highly personalized and sharply politicized
issues, in part because each of us can claim some level of "expertise." The debate has
intensified as discoveries about our development-in the womb and in the first months and
years-have reached the popular media. How can we use our burgeoning knowledge to assure
the well-being of all young children, for their own sake as well as for the sake of our nation?
Drawing from new findings, this book presents important conclusions about nature-versusnurture, the impact of being born into a working family, the effect of politics on programs for
children, the costs and benefits of intervention, and other issues. The committee issues a
series of challenges to decision makers regarding the quality of child care, issues of racial and
ethnic diversity, the integration of children's cognitive and emotional development, and more.
Authoritative yet accessible, From Neurons to Neighborhoods presents the evidence about
"brain wiring" and how kids learn to speak, think, and regulate their behavior. It examines the
effect of the climate-family, child care, community-within which the child grows.
The modern age has further expanded on the multifaceted character of English, which is used
not only in many places in the world, but also by a variety of users in numerous contexts.
Technical innovations have led to the rise of new registers and offered scholars new tools to
study language variation. Set in the context of the electronic medium of social networking, and
additionally enriched with findings from the field of language attitude studies, this study
explores features of English used in the Inner, Outer, and Expanding Circles, here represented
by the UK, India, and Poland. The analysis of the English used by Facebook members
demonstrates cultural differences as well as gender and age similarities in the area of e.g.
politeness, emotionality, informality or code-switching.
In clear, congenial style Barry Blake explains how language works. He describes the make-up
of words and how they're built from sounds and signs and put together in phrases and
sentences. He examines the dynamics of conversation and the relations between the sound
and meaning. He shows how languages help their users connect to each other and to the
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world, how they vary around the world, why they never stop changing, and that no two people
speak a language in the same way. He looks at how language is acquired by infant children,
how it relates to thought, and its operations in the brain. He investigates current trends and
issues such as the levelling of linguistic class differences and the rise of new secret or in-group
languages such as argot and teenspeak. He describes the history of writing from its origins to
digital diffusion, and ends by looking at how language might have originated and then evolved
among our distant hominid and primate ancestors. Language is crucial to every aspect of our
lives whether we're thinking, talking, or dreaming. Barry Blake reveals the wonders that lie
beneath the surface of everyday communication, enriching his exposition with a unique blend
of anecdote and humour. His engaging guide is for everyone curious about language or who
needs to know more about it.
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