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The Norman Conquest Marc Morris
This riveting and authoritative USA Today and Wall Street Journal bestseller is “a much-needed, modern account of the Normans
in England” (The Times, London). The Norman Conquest was the most significant military—and cultural—episode in English history.
An invasion on a scale not seen since the days of the Romans, it was capped by one of the bloodiest and most decisive battles
ever fought. Language, law, architecture, and even attitudes toward life itself —from the destruction of the ancient ruling class to the
sudden introduction of castles and the massive rebuilding of every major church—were altered forever by the coming of the
Normans. But why was this revolution so total? Reassessing original evidence, acclaimed historian and broadcaster Marc Morris
goes beyond the familiar story of William the Conqueror, an upstart French duke who defeated the most powerful kingdom in
Christendom. Morris explains why England was so vulnerable to attack; why the Normans possessed the military cutting edge
though they were perceived as less sophisticated in some respects; and why William’s hopes of a united Anglo-Norman realm
unraveled, dashed by English rebellions, Viking invasions, and the insatiable demands of his fellow conquerors. Named one of the
best books of the year by the Kansas City Star, who called the work “stunning in its action and drama,” and the Providence
Journal, who hailed it “meticulous and absorbing,” this USA Today and Wall Street Journal bestseller is a tale of gripping drama,
epic clashes, and seismic social change.
Explains why the Norman conquest was the most significant event in English history, assessing the historical circumstances of the
battle and how language, law, philosophy, and other aspects of society were permanently altered by the conquest.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may
freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe,
and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To
ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the
original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
Presents the Anglo-Saxon period of English history from the fifth century up to the late eleventh century, covering such events as
the spread of Christianity, the invasions of the Vikings, the composition of Beowulf, and the Battle of Hastings.
On Christmas Day 1066, William, duke of Normandy was crowned in Westminster, the first Norman king of England. It was a
disaster: soldiers outside, thinking shouts of acclamation were treachery, torched the surrounding buildings. To later chroniclers, it
was an omen of the catastrophes to come. During the reign of William the Conqueror, England experienced greater and more
seismic change than at any point before or since. Marc Morris's concise and gripping biography sifts through the sources of the
time to give a fresh view of the man who changed England more than any other, as old ruling elites were swept away, enemies at
home and abroad (including those in his closest family) were crushed, swathes of the country were devastated and the map of the
nation itself was redrawn, giving greater power than ever to the king. When, towards the end of his reign, William undertook a
great survey of his new lands, his subjects compared it to the last judgement of God, the Domesday Book. England had been
transformed forever.
A riveting account of the most consequential year in English history, marked by bloody conflict with invaders on all sides. 1066 is
the most famous date in history, and with good reason, since no battle in medieval history had such a devastating effect on its
losers as the Battle of Hastings, which altered the entire course of English history. The French-speaking Normans were the preeminent warriors of the 11th century and based their entire society around conflict. They were led by William 'the Bastard' a
formidable, ruthless warrior, who was convinced that his half-Norman cousin, Edward the Confessor, had promised him the throne
of England. However, when Edward died in January 1066, Harold Godwinson, the richest earl in the land and the son of a pirate,
took the throne . . . . this left William no choice but to forcibly claim what he believed to be his right. What ensued was one of the
bloodiest periods of English history, with a body count that might make even George RR Martin balk. Pitched at newcomers to the
subject, this book will explain how the disastrous battle changed England—and the English—forever, introducing the medieval world
of chivalry, castles and horse-bound knights. It is the first part in the new A Very, Very Short History of England series, which aims
to capture the major moments of English history with humor and bite.
A chronicle of forty forgotten ancient civilizations which highlights the important contributions that each has made to modern
society. The ancient world of the Mediterranean and the Near East saw the birth and collapse of great civilizations. While several
of these are well known, for all those that have been recorded, many have been unjustly forgotten. Our history is overflowing with
different cultures that have all evolved over time, sometimes dissolving or reforming, though ultimately shaping the way we
continue to live. But for every culture that has been remembered, what have we forgotten? This thorough guide explores those
civilizations that have faded from the pages of our textbooks but played a significant role in the development of modern society.
Forgotten Peoples of the Ancient World covers the Hyksos to the Hephthalites and everyone in between, providing a unique
overview of humanity’s history from approximately 3000 BCE–550 CE. A wide range of illustrated artifacts and artworks, as well
as specially drawn maps, help to tell the stories of forty lost peoples and allow readers to take a direct look into the past. Each
entry exposes a diverse culture, highlighting their important contributions and committing their achievements to paper. Forgotten
Peoples of the Ancient World is an immersive, thought-provoking, and entertaining book for anyone interested in ancient history.
The coming of the Normans to Ireland from 1169 is a pivotal moment in the country’s history. It is a period full of bloodthirsty
battles, both between armies and individuals. With colourful personalities and sharp political twists and turns, Strongbow’s story is
a fascinating one. Combining the writing style of an award-winning novelist with expert scholarship, historian Conor Kostick has
written a powerful and absorbing account of the stormy affairs of an extraordinary era.

A rousing historical narrative of the best-known and arguably most significant battle in English history. The effects of the
Battle of Hastings were deeply felt at the time, causing a lasting shift in British cultural identity and national pride. Jim
Bradbury explores the full military background of the battle and investigates both what actually happened on that fateful
day in 1066 and the role that the battle plays in the British national myth. The Battle of Hastings starts by looking at the
Normans—who they were, where they came from—and the career of William the Conqueror before 1066. Next, the
narrative turns to the Saxons in England, and to Harold Godwineson, successor to Edward the Confessor, and his
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attempts to create unity in the divided kingdom. This provides the background to an examination of the military
development of the two sides up to 1066, detailing differences in tactics, arms, and armor. The core of the book is a
move-by-move reconstruction of the battle itself, including the advance planning, the site, the composition of the two
armies, and the use of archers, feigned retreats, and the death of Harold Godwineson. In looking at the consequences of
the battle, Jim Bradbury deals with the conquest of England and the ongoing resistance to the Normans. The effects of
the conquest are also seen in the creation of castles and developments in feudalism, and in links with Normandy that
revealed themselves particularly in church appointments. This is the first time a military historian has attempted to make
accessible to the general reader all that is known about the Battle of Hastings and to present as detailed a reconstruction
as is possible. Furthermore, the author places the battle in the military context of eleventh-century Europe, painting a
vivid picture of the combatants themselves—soldiery, cavalry, and their horses—as they struggled for victory. This is a
book that any reader interested in England’s history will find indispensable.
The New York Times bestseller, from the author of Powers and Thrones, that tells the story of Britain’s greatest and
worst dynasty—“a real-life Game of Thrones” (The Wall Street Journal) The first Plantagenet kings inherited a bloodsoaked realm from the Normans and transformed it into an empire that stretched at its peak from Scotland to Jerusalem.
In this epic narrative history of courage, treachery, ambition, and deception, Dan Jones resurrects the unruly royal
dynasty that preceded the Tudors. They produced England’s best and worst kings: Henry II and his wife Eleanor of
Aquitaine, twice a queen and the most famous woman in Christendom; their son Richard the Lionheart, who fought
Saladin in the Third Crusade; and his conniving brother King John, who was forced to grant his people new rights under
the Magna Carta, the basis for our own bill of rights. Combining the latest academic research with a gift for storytelling,
Jones vividly recreates the great battles of Bannockburn, Crécy, and Sluys and reveals how the maligned kings Edward II
and Richard II met their downfalls. This is the era of chivalry and the Black Death, the Knights Templar, the founding of
parliament, and the Hundred Years’ War, when England’s national identity was forged by the sword.
King Harold Godwineson (c.1022-66) is one of history's shadowy figures, known mainly for his defeat and death at the
Battle of Hastings. His true status and achievements have been overshadowed by the events of October 1066 and by the
bias imposed by the Norman victory. In truth, he deserves to be recalled as one of England's greatest rulers. Harold: The
Last Anglo-Saxon King sets out to correct this distorted image by presenting Harold's life in its proper context, offering
the first full-length critical study of his career in the years leading up to 1066. Ian Walker's carefully researched critique
allows the reader to realistically assess the lives of both Harold and his rival William, significantly enhancing our
knowledge of both.
An authoritative life of Edward the Confessor, the monarch whose death sparked the invasion of 1066 One of the last
kings of Anglo-Saxon England, Edward the Confessor regained the throne for the House of Wessex and is the only
English monarch to have been canonized. Often cast as a reluctant ruler, easily manipulated by his in-laws, he has been
blamed for causing the invasion of 1066—the last successful conquest of England by a foreign power. Tom Licence
navigates the contemporary webs of political deceit to present a strikingly different Edward. He was a compassionate
man and conscientious ruler, whose reign marked an interval of peace and prosperity between periods of strife. More
than any monarch before, he exploited the mystique of royalty to capture the hearts of his subjects. This compelling
biography provides a much-needed reassessment of Edward’s reign—calling into doubt the legitimacy of his successors
and rewriting the ending of Anglo-Saxon England.
"Study of one of the most influential aristocratic families of medieval England"--Provided by publisher.
While the date 1066 is familiar to almost everybody as the year of the Norman conquest of England, few can place the
event in the context of the dramatic year in which it took place. In this book, David Howarth attempts to bring alive the
struggle for the succession to the English crown from the death of Edward the Confessor in January 1066 to the
Christmas coronation of Duke William of Normandy. There is an almost uncanny symmetry, as well as a relentlessly
exciting surge, of events leading to and from the Battle of Hastings.
Exploring the successful Norman invasion of England in 1066, this concise and readable book focuses especially on the
often dramatic and enduring changes wrought by William the Conqueror and his followers. From the perspective of a
modern social historian, Hugh M. Thomas considers the conquest's wide-ranging impact by taking a fresh look at such
traditional themes as the influence of battles and great men on history and assessing how far the shift in ruling dynasty
and noble elites affected broader aspects of English history. The author sets the stage by describing English society
before the Norman Conquest and recounting the dramatic story of the conquest, including the climactic Battle of
Hastings. He then traces the influence of the invasion itself and the Normans' political, military, institutional, and legal
transformations. Inevitably following on the heels of institutional reform came economic, social, religious, and cultural
changes. The results, Thomas convincingly shows, are both complex and surprising. In some areas where one might
expect profound influence, such as government institutions, there was little change. In other respects, such as the
indirect transformation of the English language, the conquest had profound and lasting effects. With its combination of
exciting narrative and clear analysis, this book will capture students interest in a range of courses on medieval and
Western history.
Meyer's fresh storytelling ability breathes new life into the history of the Tudor family and Tudor England's precarious
place in world politics, the critical role religion played in government, and the blossoming of English theater and literature.
Sensing the Past explores perennial themes in American culture as manifested through the works of six of Hollywood's
biggest movies stars: Clint Eastwood, Daniel Day-Lewis, Denzel Washington, Meryl Streep, Tom Hanks, and Jodie
Foster.
The origins, course & outcomes of William the Conqueror's conquest of England 1051-1087.
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A masterful biography of the Norman king who conquered England in 1066 and changed the country forever.
A study of the experiences of the lesser English lords and landowners at the time of the Norman conquest and the
aftermath
Emma, one of England's most remarkable queens, made her mark on a nation beset by Viking raiders at the end of the
Dark Ages, a period often neglected by conventional history. At the center of a triangle of Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, and
Normans all jostling for control of England, Emma was a political pawn who became a power broker and an unscrupulous
manipulator. By birth a Norman, Emma spent the majority of her life on English soil. She was married to two kings of
England and outlived both; she was twice driven into exile; while mourning the untimely loss of one son, she was
devastated by the murder of another; she saw two of her sons crowned; she was stripped of her powers when her eldest
son became king; and she eventually retired from public life as a dowager queen whose land and wealth had been
restored. Regarded by her contemporaries as a generous Christian patron, a regent admired by her subjects, and a
Machiavellian mother, Emma was, above all, a survivor: hers was a life marked by dramatic reversals of fortune. Harriet
O'Brien is a journalist based in London. She has written for the Independent and Condé Nast Traveler, among other
publications. This is her second book.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER - NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE - "A taut page-turner with all the hallmarks of a
good historical thriller."--Orlando Sentinel The gripping true story of the duel to end all duels in medieval France as a
resolute knight defends his wife's honor against the man she accuses of a heinous crime In the midst of the devastating
Hundred Years' War between France and England, Jean de Carrouges, a Norman knight fresh from combat in Scotland,
returns home to yet another deadly threat. His wife, Marguerite, has accused squire Jacques Le Gris of rape. A
deadlocked court decrees a trial by combat between the two men that will also leave Marguerite's fate in the balance. For
if her husband loses the duel, she will be put to death as a false accuser. While enemy troops pillage the land, and
rebellion and plague threaten the lives of all, Carrouges and Le Gris meet in full armor on a walled field in Paris. What
follows is the final duel ever authorized by the Parlement of Paris, a fierce fight with lance, sword, and dagger before a
massive crowd that includes the teenage King Charles VI, during which both combatants are wounded--but only one
fatally. Based on extensive research in Normandy and Paris, The Last Duel brings to life a colorful, turbulent age and
three unforgettable characters caught in a fatal triangle of crime, scandal, and revenge. The Last Duel is at once a
moving human drama, a captivating true crime story, and an engrossing work of historical intrigue with themes that echo
powerfully centuries later.
England is in crisis. King Edward has no heir and promises never to produce one. There are no obvious successors
available to replace him, but quite a few claimants are eager to take the crown. While power struggles break out between
the various factions at court, enemies abroad plot to make England their own.
The Norman ConquestThe Battle of Hastings and the Fall of Anglo-Saxon EnglandOpen Road Media
King John is one of those historical characters who needs little in the way of introduction. If readers are not already familiar with
him as the tyrant whose misgovernment gave rise to Magna Carta, we remember him as the villain in the stories of Robin Hood.
Formidable and cunning, but also cruel, lecherous, treacherous and untrusting. Twelve years into his reign, John was regarded as
a powerful king within the British Isles. But despite this immense early success, when he finally crosses to France to recover his
lost empire, he meets with disaster. John returns home penniless to face a tide of criticism about his unjust rule. The result is
Magna Carta – a ground-breaking document in posterity, but a worthless piece of parchment in 1215, since John had no intention
of honoring it. Like all great tragedies, the world can only be put to rights by the tyrant’s death. John finally obliges at Newark
Castle in October 1216, dying of dysentery as a great gale howls up the valley of the Trent.
Fifteen years in the making, a landmark reinterpretation of the life of a pivotal figure in British and European history In this
magisterial addition to the Yale English Monarchs series, David Bates combines biography and a multidisciplinary approach to
examine the life of a major figure in British and European history. Using a framework derived from studies of early medieval
kingship, he assesses each phase of William’s life to establish why so many trusted William to invade England in 1066 and the
consequences of this on the history of the so-called Norman Conquest after the Battle of Hastings and for generations to come. A
leading historian of the period, Bates is notable for having worked extensively in the archives of northern France and discovered
many eleventh- and twelfth-century charters largely unnoticed by English-language scholars. Taking an innovative approach, he
argues for a move away from old perceptions and controversies associated with William’s life and the Norman Conquest. This
deeply researched volume is the scholarly biography for our generation.
Examines the rise of this powerful warrior tribe of the Dark Ages that dominated vast lands of Europe from the Baltic Sea to Sicily,
established their own kingdom, and eventually came to rule the British Isles in 1066 A.D. Original.
In an innovative approach drawn from Memory Studies, this book seeks to uncover how the Norman Conquest is popularly
"remembered".
A renowned scholar brings to life medieval England’s most celebrated knight, William Marshal—providing an unprecedented and
intimate view of this age and the legendary warrior class that shaped it. Caught on the wrong side of an English civil war and
condemned by his father to the gallows at age five, William Marshal defied all odds to become one of England’s most celebrated
knights. Thomas Asbridge’s rousing narrative chronicles William’s rise, using his life as a prism to view the origins, experiences,
and influence of the knight in British history. In William’s day, the brutish realities of war and politics collided with romanticized
myths about an Arthurian “golden age,” giving rise to a new chivalric ideal. Asbridge details the training rituals, weaponry, and
battle tactics of knighthood, and explores the codes of chivalry and courtliness that shaped their daily lives. These skills were
essential to survive one of the most turbulent periods in English history—an era of striking transformation, as the West emerged
from the Dark Ages. A leading retainer of five English kings, Marshal served the great figures of this age, from Queen Eleanor of
Aquitaine to Richard the Lionheart and his infamous brother John, and was involved in some of the most critical phases of
medieval history, from the Magna Carta to the survival of the Angevin/Plantagenet dynasty. Asbridge introduces this storied knight
to modern readers and places him firmly in the context of the majesty, passion, and bloody intrigue of the Middle Ages. The
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Greatest Knight features 16 pages of black-and-white and color illustrations.
An upstart French duke who sets out to conquer the most powerful and unified kingdom in Christendom. An invasion force on a
scale not seen since the days of the Romans. One of the bloodiest and most decisive battles ever fought. This riveting book
explains why the Norman Conquest was the single most important event in English history. Assessing the original evidence at
every turn, Marc Morris goes beyond the familiar outline to explain why England was at once so powerful and yet so vulnerable to
William the Conqueror's attack. Why the Normans, in some respects less sophisticated, possessed the military cutting edge. How
William's hopes of a united Anglo-Norman realm unravelled, dashed by English rebellions, Viking invasions and the insatiable
demands of his fellow conquerors. This is a tale of powerful drama, repression and seismic social change: the Battle of Hastings
itself and the violent 'Harrying of the North'; the sudden introduction of castles and the wholesale rebuilding of every major church;
the total destruction of an ancient ruling class. Language, law, architecture, even attitudes towards life itself were altered forever
by the coming of the Normans. Marc Morris, author of the bestselling biography of Edward I, A Great and Terrible King,
approaches the Conquest with the same passion, verve and scrupulous concern for historical accuracy. This is the definitive
account for our times of an extraordinary story, a pivotal moment in the shaping of the English nation.
Beginning with their introduction in the eleventh century, and ending with their widespread abandonment in the seventeenth, the
author explores many of the country's most famous castles, as well as some spectacular lesser-known examples.
A sweeping and original history of the Anglo-Saxons by national bestselling author Marc Morris. Sixteen hundred years ago Britain
left the Roman Empire and swiftly fell into ruin. Grand cities and luxurious villas were deserted and left to crumble, and civil society
collapsed into chaos. Into this violent and unstable world came foreign invaders from across the sea, and established themselves
as its new masters. The Anglo-Saxons traces the turbulent history of these people across the next six centuries. It explains how
their earliest rulers fought relentlessly against each other for glory and supremacy, and then were almost destroyed by the
onslaught of the vikings. It explores how they abandoned their old gods for Christianity, established hundreds of churches and
created dazzlingly intricate works of art. It charts the revival of towns and trade, and the origins of a familiar landscape of shires,
boroughs and bishoprics. It is a tale of famous figures like King Offa, Alfred the Great and Edward the Confessor, but also features
a host of lesser known characters - ambitious queens, revolutionary saints, intolerant monks and grasping nobles. Through their
remarkable careers we see how a new society, a new culture and a single unified nation came into being. Drawing on a vast range
of original evidence - chronicles, letters, archaeology and artefacts - renowned historian Marc Morris illuminates a period of history
that is only dimly understood, separates the truth from the legend, and tells the extraordinary story of how the foundations of
England were laid.
The Anglo-Saxon period stretches from the arrival of Germanic groups on British shores in the early 5th century to the Norman Conquest of
1066. During these centuries, the English language was used and written down for the first time, pagan populations were converted to
Christianity, and the foundations of the kingdom of England were laid. This richly illustrated new book - which accompanies a landmark British
Library exhibition - presents Anglo-Saxon England as the home of a highly sophisticated artistic and political culture, deeply connected with
its continental neighbours. Leading specialists in early medieval history, literature and culture engage with the unique, original evidence from
which we can piece together the story of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, examining outstanding and beautiful objects such as highlights from the
Staffordshire hoard and the Sutton Hoo burial. At the heart of the book is the British Library's outstanding collection of Anglo-Saxon
manuscripts, the richest source of evidence about Old English language and literature, including Beowulf and other poetry; the Lindisfarne
Gospels, one of Britain's greatest artistic and religious treasures; the St Cuthbert Gospel, the earliest intact European book; and historical
manuscripts such as Bede's Ecclesiastical History and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. These national treasures are discussed alongside other,
internationally important literary and historical manuscripts held in major collections in Britain and Europe. This book, and the exhibition it
accompanies, chart a fascinating and dynamic period in early medieval history, and will bring to life our understanding of these formative
centuries.
The first major biography of a truly formidable king, whose reign was one of the most dramatic and important of the entire Middle Ages,
leading to war and conquest on an unprecedented scale. Edward I is familiar to millions as "Longshanks," conqueror of Scotland and nemesis
of Sir William Wallace (in "Braveheart"). Yet this story forms only the final chapter of the king's action-packed life. Earlier, Edward had
defeated and killed the famous Simon de Montfort in battle; travelled to the Holy Land; conquered Wales, extinguishing forever its native
rulers and constructing a magnificent chain of castles. He raised the greatest armies of the Middle Ages and summoned the largest
parliaments; notoriously, he expelled all the Jews from his kingdom.The longest-lived of England's medieval kings, he fathered fifteen children
with his first wife, Eleanor of Castile, and, after her death, he erected the Eleanor Crosses—the grandest funeral monuments ever fashioned
for an English monarch. In this book, Marc Morris examines afresh the forces that drove Edward throughout his relentless career: his
character, his Christian faith, and his sense of England's destiny—a sense shaped in particular by the tales of the legendary King Arthur. He
also explores the competing reasons that led Edward's opponents (including Robert Bruce) to resist him. The result is a sweeping story,
immaculately researched yet compellingly told, and a vivid picture of medieval Britain at the moment when its future was decided.
The definitive and fully illustrated guide to the Bayeux Tapestry. The full history of the events leading up to the Battle of Hastings and the
story of the tapestry itself. Most people know that the Bayeux Tapestry depicts the moment when the last Anglo-Saxon king of England,
Harold Godwinson, was defeated at the Battle of Hastings in 1066 by his Norman adversary William the Conqueror. However, there is much
more to this historic treasure than merely illustrating the outcome of this famous battle. Full of intrigue and violence, the tapestry depicts
everything from eleventh-century political and social life—including the political machinations on both sides of the English Channel in the years
leading up to the Norman Conquest—to the clash of swords and stamp of hooves on the battle field. Drawing on the latest historical and
scientific research, authors David Musgrove and Michael Lewis have written the definitive book on the Bayeux Tapestry, taking readers
through its narrative, detailing the life of the tapestry in the centuries that followed its creation, explaining how it got its name, and even
offering a new possibility that neither Harold nor William were the true intended king of England. Featuring stunning, full- color photographs
throughout, The Story of the Bayeux Tapestry explores the complete tale behind this medieval treasure that continues to amaze nearly one
thousand years after its creation.
A powerful and evocative portrait of the Norman Conquest of Europe, revealing the permanent cultural and political legacy that resulted in
their ascendency. The Norman’s conquering of the known world was a phenomenon unlike anything Europe had seen up to that point in
history. They emerged early in the tenth century but had disappeared from world affairs by the mid-thirteenth century. Yet in that time they
had conquered England, Ireland, much of Wales and parts of Scotland. They also founded a new Mediterranean kingdom in southern Italy
and Sicily, as well as a Crusader state in the Holy Land and in North Africa. Moreover, they had an extraordinary ability to adapt as time and
place dictated, taking on the role of Norse invaders to Frankish crusaders, from Byzantine overlords to feudal monarchs. Drawing on
archaeological and historical evidence, Trevor Rowley offers a comprehensive picture of the Normans and argues that despite the short time
span of Norman ascendancy, it is clear that they were responsible for a permanent cultural and political legacy.
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First collective study of the Anglo-Norman prose chronicles, bringing out their essential characteristics, setting them in context, and showing
their writers' aims and objectives.
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