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The Lizard Cage Karen Connelly
Portrays the closely-intertwined and often troubled lives of
residents in the small town as seen through the eyes of Miles
Pruitt, a much respected high school teacher
Ex-Marine Brandon Condley went to Vietnam and never quite
came home. Instead, he fought and lost a war, loved and lost
a woman, and fell in love with a country he could not save.
Now Condley has returned to the teeming, tangled, tragically
beautiful world of postwar Vietnam on behalf of the US
government, to search for the remains of MIAs. On
discovering a body with dog tags that do not match it, he
begins to unravel a mystery long forgotten, of violence,
murder and a devastating betrayal... In his most electrifying
novel since Fields of Fire, James Webb returns to the world
he inhabited in that now-classic bestseller. A thoughtprovoking, rapier-sharp and thrilling vision of Vietnam, Lost
Soldiers is perfect for fans of Tim O’Brien, Karl Marlantes
and Apocalypse Now
Abandoning her life when her father succumbs to
Huntington's disease, Massachusetts native Irina discovers
an unanswered letter from her father to an internationally
renowned chess champion and political dissident, who she
decides to visit in Russia. A first novel.
Set against the magnificent backdrop of Alaska in the waning
days of World War II, The Cloud Atlas is an enthralling debut
novel, a story of adventure and awakening—and of a young
soldier who came to Alaska on an extraordinary, top-secret
mission…and found a world that would haunt him forever.
Drifting through the night, whisper-quiet, they were the most
sublime manifestations of a desperate enemy: Japanese
balloon bombs. Made of rice paper, at once ingenious and
deadly, they sailed thousands of miles across the
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Pacific...and once they started landing, the U.S. scrambled
teams to find and defuse them, and then keep them secret
from an already anxious public. Eighteen-year-old Louis Belk
was one of those men. Dispatched to the Alaskan frontier,
young Sergeant Belk was better trained in bomb disposal
than in keeping secrets. And the mysteries surrounding his
mission only increased when he met his superior officer—a
brutal veteran OSS spy hunter who knew all too well what the
balloons could do—and Lily, a Yup’ik Eskimo woman who
claimed she could see the future. Louis’s superior ushers
him into a world of dark secrets; Lily introduces Louis to an
equally disorienting world of spirits—and desire. But the world
that finally tests them all is Alaska, whose vastness cloaks
mysteries that only become more frightening as they unravel.
Chasing after the ghostly floating weapons, Louis embarks
upon an adventure that will lead him deep into the tundra.
There, on the edge of the endless wilderness, he will make a
discovery and a choice that will change the course of his life.
At once a heart-quickening mystery and a unique love story,
The Cloud Atlas is also a haunting, lyrical rendering of a littleknown chapter in history. Brilliantly imagined, beautifully told,
this is storytelling at its very best.
Love affairs on the road, passionate holiday flings, disastrous
pick ups, erotic encounters... In this seductive collection of
stories, 22 authors from around the world write about travel
romances. Combining fiction and reportage, this is must-have
reading - for everyone who has dreamt of escape with that
perfect stranger.
The universally respected NPR journalist and bestselling
memoirist Scott Simon makes a dazzling fiction debut. In
Pretty Birds, Simon creates an intense, startling, and
tragicomic portrait of a classic character–a young woman in
the besieged city of Sarajevo in the early 1990s. In the spring
of 1992, Irena Zaric is a star on her Sarajevo high school
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basketball team, a tough, funny teenager who has taught her
parrot, Pretty Bird, to do a decent imitation of a ball hitting a
hoop. Irena wears her hair short like k. d. lang’s, and she
loves Madonna, Michael Jordan, and Johnny Depp. But while
Irena rocks out and shoots baskets with her friends, her
beloved city has become a battleground. When the violence
and terror of “ethnic cleansing” against Muslims begins,
Irena and her family, brutalized by Serb soldiers, flee for
safety across the river that divides the city. If once Irena knew
of war only from movies and history books, now she knows its
reality. She steals from the dead to buy food. She scuttles
under windows in her own home to dodge bullets. She risks
her life to communicate with an old Serb school friend and
teammate. Even Pretty Bird has started to mimic the sizzle of
mortar fire. In a city starved for work, a former assistant
principal offers Irena a vague job, “duties as assigned,”
which she accepts. She begins by sweeping floors, but soon,
under the tutelage of a cast of rogues and heroes, she learns
to be a sniper, biding her time, never returning to the same
perch, and searching her targets for the “mist” that marks a
successful shot. Ultimately, Irena’s new vocation will lead to
complex and cataclysmic consequences for herself and those
she loves. As a journalist, Scott Simon covered the siege of
Sarajevo. Here, in a novel as suspenseful as a John le Carré
thriller, he re-creates the atmosphere of that place and time
and the pain and dark humor of its people. Pretty Birds is a
bold departure, and the auspicious beginning of yet another
brilliant career for its author.
New material including photos, maps and an afterword by
Karen Connelly is included in this new format edition of her
1993 Governor General's Award-winning classic, Touch the
Dragon: A Thai Journal. At the age of 17, the adventureseeking Calgary teenager went to Thailand on a Rotary
exchange program and her life changed forever. Twenty-four
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years later, Connelly is still travelling and writing, inspiring the
world with her stories.Through vivid imagery, humour and
careful observation of the families, school friends and
Buddhist rituals around her, Connelly brings to life the small
village in northern Thailand where she stayed for a
year.Initially homesick and frustrated by the habits and
lifestyle of the gentle but patriarchal Thais, Connelly begins to
view herself as one of them by the end of her stay. The idea
of returning to Canada becomes terrifying and strange
because she has become so accustomed to her new
community and the Thai way of life. Put together from her
journals written at the time, Connelly's to-the-moment
chronicling of her experience reveals a momentous growing
experience in the heart and mind of a young woman.
A Canadian poet describes her year-long sojourn in Denchai,
a small farming community in northern Thailand, describing
the jungles, the hedonistic high-life of Bangkok, the influence
of Buddhism, and more. Original.
One Room in a Castle is an adventurous and intimate portrait
of the rural Mediterranean, its culture and its inhabitants.
Connelly allows the reader private glimpses of her world, and
the world at large with a new collection of letters and stories
based on her travels in Spain, France and
Greece.''.âe'.âe'.âe'beautifully written . . . mixes autobiography, fiction, poetry and wide open spaces."-The
Calgary Herald
Presents four narratives of refugees from different parts of the
world, and includes their personal struggles, and the causes
for their displacement.
In Karen Connelly's first collection of poetry since The Border
Surrounds Us, the poet offers up a searing, complex portrayal
of her troubled family. Refracted, augmented, drawn through
various cities, streets and fields, over mountain ranges and
foreign landscapes, this portrayal grows into an authentic
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homage to people who are often invisibilized or silenced.
Simultaneously, it becomes an indictment of her own country,
Canada, its long history of racism and unconscionable
violence against women, children, addicts, and poor people.
Never didactic, insistently real, these poems make us wonder
"how to enter again/that unlikely tenderness/the cracked
ribcage of the world/ as if it were the last shelter."
For fans of Small Spaces and the Goosebumps series by R.L
Stine comes a chilling ghost story about a girl living in the
decrepit and creepy mansion, who discovers something in the
woods is after her. All Ginny Anderson wants from her
summer is to sleep in, attend a mystery writing workshop, and
spend time with her best friend. But when Ginny's father—a
respected restoration expert in Chicago—surprises the family
with a month-long trip to Michigan, everything changes. They
aren't staying in a hotel like most families would. No, they're
staying in a mansion. A twenty-six room, century-old building
surrounded by dense forest. Woodmoor Manor. But
unfortunately, the mansion has more problems than a little
peeling wallpaper. Locals claim the surrounding woods are
inhabited by mutated creatures with glowing eyes. And some
say campers routinely disappear in the woods, never to be
seen again. As terrifying as it sounds, Ginny can't shake the
feeling that there's something darker . . . another story she
hasn't been told. When the creaky floors and shadowy
corners of the mansion seem to take on a life of their own,
Ginny uncovers the wildest mystery of all: There's more than
one legend roaming Saugatuck, Michigan, and they definitely
aren't after campers. It's after her. "This is a teeth-chattering,
eyes bulging, shuddering-and-shaking, chills-at-the-back-ofyour-neck ghost story. I loved it!"—R.L. Stine, author of the
Goosebumps series on Scritch Scratch Pick up What Lives in
the Woods if you are looking for: A book for middle school
students, 5th grade to 9th grade A story with a strong female
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protagonist that explores bravery, friendship, and family
Mystery books for kids 9-12 Chilling ghost stories and ghost
books for kids (perfect for Halloween!)
Mothering under normal circumstances takes all you have to
give. But what happens when your child is disabled, and
sacrificing all you've got and more is the only hope for a
decent future? Full of rage and resilience, duty and love,
Ashley Bristowe delivers a mother's voice like no other we've
heard. When their second child, Alexander, is diagnosed with
a rare genetic disorder, doctors tell Ashley Bristowe and her
husband that the boy won't walk, or even talk--that he is
profoundly disabled. Stunned and reeling, Ashley researches
a disorder so new it's just been named--Kleefstra
Syndrome--and she finds little hope and a maze of obstacles.
Then she comes across the US-based "Institutes," which
have been working to improve the lives of brain-injured
children for decades. Recruiting volunteers, organizing
therapy, juggling a million tests and appointments, even
fundraising as the family falls deep into debt, Ashley devotes
years of 24/7 effort to running an impossibly rigorous diet and
therapy programme for their son with the hope of saving his
life, and her own. The ending is happy: he will never be a
"normal" boy, but Alexander talks, he walks, he swims, he
plays the piano (badly) and he goes to school. This victory
isn't clean and it's far from pretty; the personal toll on Ashley
is devastating. "It takes a village," people say, but too much of
their village is uncomfortable with her son's difference, the
therapy regimen's demands and the family's bottomless need.
The health and provincial services bureaucracy set them a
maddening set of hoops to jump through, showing how
disabled children and their families languish because of
criminally low expectations about what can be done to help.
My Own Blood is an uplifting story, but it never shies away
from the devastating impact of a baby that science couldn't
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predict and medicine couldn't help. It's the story of a woman
who lost everything she'd once been--a professional, an
optimist, a joker, a capable adult--in sacrifice to her son. An
honest account of a woman's life turned upside down.
Jim Morrison, lead singer of the Doors, has achieved a
bizarre cult status since his death in 1971. Morrison was one
of the most popular and controversial figures to emerge
during the sixties; described as an 'erotic politician', poet,
shaman, Dionysian drunk, his style and influence have grown
steadily in the twenty years since his death, so that the real
man has gradually disappeared behind the legend. Now, in
The Lizard King: The Essential Jim Morrison, Morrison's
biographer Jerry Hopkins, co-author of No One Here Gets
Out Alive, reassesses Jim's life and provides fresh insights
into him as a human being rather than the myth that he has
become. But this reassessment is only part of this remarkable
book. At its heart is a series of interviews with Jim Morrison
by journalists including Hopkins himself, Ben Fong-Torres,
John Tobler, Bob Chorush, Salli Stevenson, Richard
Goldstein and the late John Carpenter, Morrison shows
himself to have been articulate, intelligent and witty.
Published uncut, these interviews provide a unique insight
into a man who consciously created his own myth, then lived
to regret it. Stripping bare the facts from the fantasies of Jim's
death in Paris in 1971, and taking a long hard look at what
has happened since to the people who he left behind, The
Lizard King: The Essential Jim Morrison brings sharply into
focus the broken dreams and unreachable ideals of one of
the sixties' most enduring icons.
A haunting and unforgettable novel about love, loss, race,
and desire in World War II–era America. On a sweltering day
in August 1942, Frankie Washburn returns to his family’s
rustic Minnesota resort for one last visit before he joins the
war as a bombardier, headed for the darkened skies over
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Europe. Awaiting him at the Pines are those he’s about to
leave behind: his hovering mother; the distant father to whom
he’s been a disappointment; the Indian caretaker who’s
been more of a father to him than his own; and Billy, the
childhood friend who over the years has become something
much more intimate. But before the homecoming can be
celebrated, the search for a German soldier, escaped from
the POW camp across the river, explodes in a shocking act of
violence, with consequences that will reverberate years into
the future for all of them and that will shape how each of them
makes sense of their lives. With Prudence, Treuer delivers his
most ambitious and captivating novel yet. Powerful and
wholly original, it’s a story of desire and loss and the search
for connection in a riven world; of race and class in a
supposedly more innocent era. Most profoundly, it’s about
the secrets we choose to keep, the ones we can’t help but
tell, and who—and how—we’re allowed to love.
Celebrated writers reveal surprising truths about the joys,
challenges, and importance of finding the words, in this
special fundraising anthology for PEN Canada. In Finding the
Words, thirty-one well-known writers share deeply personal
discoveries and stories that will surprise, delight, and stir the
mind and heart. By turns inspiring, provocative, witty, and
compelling, these diverse and original pieces explore home,
exile, and the search for a place to belong; community,
creativity, celebrity, and the many forms power can take.
Among the pieces in the anthology: Diana Athill and Alice
Munro discuss the consequences of writing about other
people; Gord Downie meditates on what it means to be a
songwriter by considering one of his own songwriting heroes;
Guy Gavriel Kay reflects on how his relationship with his own
readers continues to change; Elizabeth Hay searches for
inspiration in the fallow period between books; Rawi Hage
meditates on writing rooted in the universal experience of
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exile; Pasha Malla and Moez Surani present a funny and
confounding list of “rules for writers” solicited from nonwriters; Heather O'Neill tells the story of an illiterate and
underage wannabe gangster in mid-century Montreal;
Michael Winter pieces together court transcripts, newspaper
accounts, and other primary sources to take us into the dark
heart of a real-life Newfoundland crime story. Proceeds from
this volume will go to PEN Canada in support of its vital work
in defence of freedom of expression and on behalf of writers
around the world who have been silenced. Finding the Words
Contributors List: Diana Athill Tash Aw David Bezmozgis
Joseph Boyden David Chariandy Denise Chong Karen
Connelly Alain de Botton Emma Donoghue Gord Downie
Marina Endicott Stacey May Fowles Rawi Hage Elizabeth
Hay Steven Heighton Lee Henderson Guy Gavriel Kay Mark
Kingwell Martha Kuwee Kumsa Annabel Lyon Linden
MacIntyre Pasha Malla Lisa Moore Alice Munro Stephanie
Nolen Heather O'Neill Richard Poplak Moez Surani Miguel
Syjuco Madeleine Thien Michael Winter With cover design
and illustration by Seth www.pencanada.ca
This epic World War II tale of star-crossed lovers separated
by class, circumstance, and tragedy—from the internationally
bestselling author of the “gripping…filled with passion and
hope” (Kate Quinn, New York Times bestselling author) The
Girl They Left Behind—explores the impact of war on civilian
life and the indestructible resilience of first love. Hungary,
1943: As war encroaches on the country’s borders, willful
young Eva César arrives in the idyllic town of Sopron to
spend her last summer as a single woman on her aristocratic
family’s estate. Longing for freedom from her domineering
father, she counts the days to her upcoming nuptials to a kind
and dedicated Red Cross doctor whom she greatly admires.
But Eva’s life changes when she meets Aleandro, a
charming and passionate Romani fiddler with a love for
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painting. With time and profound class differences against
them, Eva and Aleandro still fall deeply in love—only to be
separated by a brutal act of hatred. As their lives diverge and
they are each swept into the tides of war and its
aftermath—they try to forget what they once shared. But as the
years pass, the haunting memory of their romance will reshape their destinies and drive them to decisions which are
felt through generations. From the horrors of the Second
World War to the tensions of the 1956 Hungarian uprising
and beyond, When the Summer Was Ours is a sweeping
story about the toll of secrets, the blurred lines between
desire and loyalty, sacrifice and obsession, and the
endurance of the human spirit.
A haunting, gloriously imagined novel by the acclaimed
author of History of a Pleasure Seeker (“a classic” —The
Washington Post), set in early twentieth-century colonial
Cape Town, and a forest full of witch doctors, stingless bees,
and hungry leopards. It is 1914. Germany has just declared
war on France. Piet Barol was a tutor before he came to
South Africa, his wife, Stacey, an opera singer. In Cape Town
they are living the high life, impersonating French
aristocrats—but their lies are catching up with them. The
Barols’ furniture business is on the verge of collapse. They
need top-quality wood, and they need it cheap. Piet enlists
two Xhosa [pron. KO-sa] men to lead him into a vast forest, in
search of a fabled tree. The Natives Land Act has just
abolished property rights for the majority of black South
Africans, and whole families have been ripped apart. Piet’s
guides have their own reasons to lead him through the trees,
and to keep him alive while he’s useful to them. Far from the
comforting certainties of his privileged existence, Piet finds
the prospect of riches beyond measure—and the chance to
make great art. He is sure he’ll be able to buy what he needs
for a few glass trinkets. But he’s underestimating the Xhosa,
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who believe the spirits of their ancestors live in this sacred
forest. Battle lines are drawn. When Piet’s powers of
persuasion fail him, he resorts to darker, more dangerous
talents to get what he is determined to have. As the story
moves to its devastating conclusion, every character
becomes a suspect, and Piet’s arrogance and guile put him
on a collision course with forces he cannot understand and
that threaten his seemingly enchanted existence.
What can we do to prevent more atrocities from happening in
the future, and to stop the ones that are happening right now?
That the World May Know tells the powerful and moving story
of the successes and failures of the modern human rights
movement. Drawing on firsthand accounts from fieldworkers
around the world, the book gives a painfully clear picture of
the human cost of confronting inhumanity in our day.
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi—known to the
world as an icon for democracy and nonviolent dissent in
oppressed Burma, and to her followers as simply “The
Lady”—has recently returned to international headlines. Now,
this major new biography offers essential reading at a
moment when Burma, after decades of stagnation, is once
again in flux. Suu Kyi’s remarkable life begins with that of her
father, Aung San. The architect of Burma’s independence,
he was assassinated when she was only two. Suu Kyi grew
up in India (where her mother served as ambassador),
studied at Oxford, and worked for three years at the UN in
New York. In 1972, she married Michael Aris, a British
scholar. They had two sons, and for several years she lived
as a self-described “housewife”—but she never forgot that
she was the daughter of Burma’s national hero. In April
1988, Suu Kyi returned to Burma to nurse her sick mother.
Within six months, she was leading the largest popular revolt
in the country’s history. She was put under house arrest by
the regime, but her party won a landslide victory in the 1990
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elections, which the regime refused to recognize. In 1991, still
under arrest, she received the Nobel Peace Prize. Altogether,
she has spent over fifteen years in detention and narrowly
escaped assassination twice. Peter Popham distills five years
of research—including covert trips to Burma, meetings with
Suu Kyi and her friends and family, and extracts from the
unpublished diaries of her co-campaigner and former
confidante Ma Thanegi—into this vivid portrait of Aung San
Suu Kyi, illuminating her public successes and private
sorrows, her intellect and enduring sense of humor, her
commitment to peaceful revolution, and the extreme price she
has paid for it.
Orange Prize–winner Karen Connelly’s compelling memoir
about her journey to Burma, where she fell in love with a
leader of the Burmese rebel army. When Karen Connelly
goes to Burma in 1996 to gather information for a series of
articles, she discovers a place of unexpected beauty and
generosity. She also encounters a country ruled by a brutal
military dictatorship that imposes a code of censorship and
terror. Carefully seeking out the regime’s critics, she
witnesses mass demonstrations, attends protests, interviews
detained opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi and flees from
police. When it gets too risky for her to stay, Connelly flies
back to Thailand, but she cannot leave Burma behind.
Connelly’s interest in the political turns more personal on the
Thai-Burmese border, where she falls in love with Maung, the
handsome and charismatic leader of one of Burma’s many
resistance groups. After visiting Maung’s military camp in the
jungle, she faces an agonizing decision: Maung wants to
marry Connelly and have a family with her, but if she marries
this man she also weds his world and his lifelong cause.
Struggling to weigh the idealism of her convictions against the
harsh realities of life on the border, Connelly transports the
reader into a world as dangerous as it is enchanting. In
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radiant prose layered with passion, regret, sensuality and wry
humor, Burmese Lessons tells the captivating story of how
one woman came to love a wounded, beautiful country and a
gifted man who has given his life to the struggle for political
change.
An intimate early novel from James A. Michener, now
remembered as the beloved master of the historical epic, The
Fires of Spring unfolds with the bittersweet drama of a boy’s
perilous journey into manhood. David Harper is an orphan,
seemingly doomed to loneliness and poverty. As an
adolescent con artist and petty thief, David spends his days
grifting at an amusement park, the place where he first learns
about women and the mysteries of love. Soon he discovers
that his longing to embrace the world is stronger than the
harsh realities that constrain him. Featuring autobiographical
touches from Michener’s own life story, The Fires of Spring is
more than a novel: It’s a rich slice of American life, brimming
with wisdom, longing, and compassion. BONUS: This edition
includes an excerpt from James A. Michener's Hawaii. Praise
for The Fires of Spring “A warm-hearted, readable story,
crammed with lively incident and remarkable
characters.”—The Atlantic “Heartfelt . . . immensely readable .
. . Michener is a born writer.”—The New York Times
“Michener is a gifted storyteller.”—Kirkus Reviews “Brilliantly
done.”—Library Journal
Happily married, great career, mother of two. What more
could a woman possibly want? Enter The Change Room, by
award-winning writer Karen Connelly, and find out. Eliza
Keenan is the mother of two young sons, the owner of a
flower studio that caters to the city's elite, and the loving wife
of a deliciously rumpled math professor named Andrew.
She's on the move from dawn until her boys are in bed, and
after they're asleep she cleans her house. Her one complaint
about her life is that the only time she has for herself is her
Page 13/24

Read Online The Lizard Cage Karen Connelly
twice-weekly swim in the local community centre pool, where
sunlight shines in through a tall window and lights up the
water in a way that reminds her of the year she spent as a
footloose youth on an island in Greece. Then one morning
into this life that is full of satisfactions of all kinds except
sexual (because who has the time or the energy once the
kids are asleep?) comes a tall, dark and lovely stranger, a
young woman Eliza encounters at the pool and nicknames
'the Amazon.' The sight of this woman, naked in the change
room, completely undoes Eliza, and soon the two of them are
entangled in an affair that breaks all the rules, and threatens
to capsize not only Eliza and her happy family, but her lover's
world, too. And yet the sex is so all-encompassing, so
intimate, so true...how can it be bad? Be ready to be shaken
up, woken up, scandalized and deeply stirred.
In luminous prose, award-winning author Yiyun Li weaves
together the lives of unforgettable characters who are forced
to make moral choices, and choices for survival, in China in
the late 1970s. Shortlisted for the 2011 International IMPAC
Dublin Literary Award Morning dawns on the provincial city of
Muddy River. A young woman, Gu Shan, a bold spirit and a
follower of Chairman Mao, has renounced her faith in
Communism. Now a political prisoner, she is to be executed
for her dissent. Her distraught mother, determined to follow
the custom of burning her only child’s clothing to ease her
journey into the next world, is about to make another bold
decision. Shan’s father, Teacher Gu, who has already, in his
heart and mind, buried his rebellious daughter, begins to
retreat into memories. Neither of them imagines that their
daughter’s death will have profound and far-reaching effects,
in Muddy River and beyond. In luminous prose, Yiyun Li
weaves together the lives of these and other unforgettable
characters, including a serious seven-year-old boy, Tong; a
crippled girl named Nini; the sinister idler Bashi; and Kai, a
Page 14/24

Read Online The Lizard Cage Karen Connelly
beautiful radio news announcer who is married to a man from
a powerful family. Life in a world of oppression and pain is
portrayed through stories of resilience, sacrifice, perversion,
courage, and belief. We read of delicate moments and acts of
violence by mothers, sons, husbands, neighbors, wives,
lovers, and more, as Gu Shan’s execution spurs a brutal
government reaction. Writing with profound emotion, and in
the superb tradition of fiction by such writers as Orhan Pamuk
and J. M. Coetzee, Yiyun Li gives us a stunning novel that is
at once a picture of life in a special part of the world during a
historic period, a universal portrait of human frailty and
courage, and a mesmerizing work of art. Praise for The
Vagrants “She bridges our world to the Chinese world with a
mind that is incredibly supple and subtle.”—W Magazine “A
Balzacian look at one community’s suppressed loves and
betrayals.”—Vogue “A sweeping novel of struggle, survival,
and love in the time of oppression. . . . [an] illuminating,
morally complex, and symphonic novel.”—O Magazine

BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Hisham
Matar's Anatomy of a Disappearance. Libya, 1979. Nineyear-old Suleiman’s days are circumscribed by the
narrow rituals of childhood: outings to the ruins
surrounding Tripoli, games with friends played under the
burning sun, exotic gifts from his father’s constant
business trips abroad. But his nights have come to
revolve around his mother’s increasingly disturbing
bedside stories full of old family bitterness. And then one
day Suleiman sees his father across the square of a
busy marketplace, his face wrapped in a pair of dark
sunglasses. Wasn’t he supposed to be away on
business yet again? Why is he going into that strange
building with the green shutters? Why did he lie?
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Suleiman is soon caught up in a world he cannot hope to
understand—where the sound of the telephone ringing
becomes a portent of grave danger; where his mother
frantically burns his father’s cherished books; where a
stranger full of sinister questions sits outside in a parked
car all day; where his best friend’s father can disappear
overnight, next to be seen publicly interrogated on state
television. In the Country of Men is a stunning depiction
of a child confronted with the private fallout of a public
nightmare. But above all, it is a debut of rare insight and
literary grace.
Stunning, hypnotic, spare, The Seal Wife is the masterly
new novel by Kathryn Harrison, “a writer of extraordinary
gifts” (Tobias Wolff). Set in Alaska in 1915, it tells the
story of a young scientist’s consuming love for a woman
known as the Aleut, a woman who never speaks, who
refuses to reveal so much as her name. Born and
educated in midwestern cities, Bigelow is sent north by
the United States government to establish a weather
observatory in Anchorage. But what could have prepared
him for the loneliness of a railroad town with more than
two thousand men and only a handful of women, or for
winter nights twenty hours long? And what can protect
him from obsession—obsession with a woman who
seems in her silence and mystery to possess the power
to destroy his life forever, and obsession with the
weather kite he invents, a kite he hopes will fly higher
than any has ever flown before and will penetrate the
secrets of the heavens? A novel of passions both
dangerous and generative, The Seal Wife explores the
nature of desire and its ability to propel an individual
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beyond himself and convention. As she brilliantly
reimagines the terrain of the Alaskan frontier during the
period of the First World War, Harrison, a “master of her
material” (Mary Gordon), also evokes early efforts to
chart the weather and reveals the interior realm of the
psyche and emotions—a human landscape that, in its
splendor and terror, is profoundly and eerily reminiscent
of the frozen frontier and the storms that scour its face.
Already hailed and persecuted for its perverse humor
and wildly wicked sensibility, Undone is the tour-de-force
black comedy by International IMPAC Dublin Literary
Award Nominee John Colapinto. In modern day America,
Dez is a former lawyer and teacher — an ephebophile
with a proclivity for teenage girls, hiding out in a trailer
park with his latest conquest, Chloe. Having been in and
out of courtrooms (and therapists’ offices) for a number
of years, Dez is adrift, at odds with a society that
persecutes him over his desires. From his couch one
afternoon, Dez watches an interview with Jasper
Ulrickson, a doting father and loving husband whose
heartrending memoir, Lessons from My Daughter, has
become a national bestseller. The memoir chronicles his
journey with his wife, Pauline, who suffered a stroke
giving birth to their only child and has been in a locked-in
state ever since. Espousing their deep connection and
chaste marriage, Jasper’s selfless devotion to his wife
has made him one of the most popular and admired men
in America. So Dez sets out to do what any red-blooded
American would do: destroy Ulrickson by using Chloe to
pose as the famous author’s long-lost daughter, infiltrate
his family, seduce him, and, when
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Live Here is a visually stunning narrative-- told through
journals, stories, images, and graphic novellas-- in which
the lives of refugees and displaced people become at
once personal and global. Bearing witness to stories that
are too often overlooked, it is a raw and intimate journey
to crises in four corners of the world: war in Chechnya,
ethnic cleansing in Burma, globalization in Mexico, and
AIDS in Malawi.
A fascinating political travelogue that traces the life and
work of George Orwell, author of 1984 and ANIMAL
FARM, in Southeast Asia Over the years the American
writer Emma Larkin has spent traveling in Burma, also
known as Myanmar, she's come to know all too well the
many ways this brutal police state can be described as
"Orwellian." The life of the mind exists in a state of siege
in Burma, and it long has. But Burma's connection to
George Orwell is not merely metaphorical; it is much
deeper and more real. Orwell's mother was born in
Burma, at the height of the British raj, and Orwell was
fundamentally shaped by his experiences in Burma as a
young man working for the British Imperial Police. When
Orwell died, the novel-in-progress on his desk was set in
Burma. It is the place George Orwell's work holds in
Burma today, however, that most struck Emma Larkin.
She was frequently told by Burmese acquaintances that
Orwell did not write one book about their country - his
first novel, Burmese Days - but in fact he wrote three, the
"trilogy" that included Animal Farm and Nineteen EightyFour. When Larkin quietly asked one Burmese
intellectual if he knew the work of George Orwell, he
stared blankly for a moment and then said, "Ah, you
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mean the prophet!" In one of the most intrepid political
travelogues in recent memory, Emma Larkin tells of the
year she spent traveling through Burma using the life
and work of George Orwell as her compass. Going from
Mandalay and Rangoon to poor delta backwaters and up
to the old hill-station towns in the mountains of Burma's
far north, Larkin visits the places where Orwell worked
and lived, and the places his books live still. She brings
to vivid life a country and a people cut off from the rest of
the world, and from one another, by the ruling military
junta and its vast network of spies and informers. Using
Orwell enables her to show, effortlessly, the weight of the
colonial experience on Burma today, the ghosts of which
are invisible and everywhere. More important, she finds
that the path she charts leads her to the people who
have found ways to somehow resist the soul-crushing
effects of life in this most cruel police state. And George
Orwell's moral clarity, hatred of injustice, and keen
powers of observation serve as the author's compass in
another sense too: they are qualities she shares and
they suffuse her book - the keenest and finest reckoning
with life in this police state that has yet been written.
A New York Times Editor's Choice 1924. George Mallory
is arguably the last great British explorer, having twice
tried—and failed—to conquer Mount Everest. The
mountain has haunted him, but his attempts have
captivated the hearts of a nation desperate to restore its
former glory after World War I. Yet George has sworn to
his wife, Ruth, that he will not mount a third attempt. He
will remain with her and their three children instead of
again challenging the unreachable peak. Then, one
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afternoon, Ruth reads a telegram addressed to George:
“Glad to have you aboard again.” And with this one
sentence, the lives of the Mallorys, and the face of the
nation, are irrevocably changed. A beautifully rendered
story about the need for redemption and the quest for
glory, Above All Things is a captivating blend of historical
fact and imaginative fiction. It is a heartbreaking tale of
obsession, sacrifice, and what we do for love and honor.
Sculptor Frances "Gil" Gilheaney is commissioned to
create a statue in honor of a client's son who was killed
in World War I, but Gil and his daughter learn the client
guards a secret that still haunts his memory of his child.
A New York Times Notable Book A San Francisco
Chronicle, San Jose Mercury News, and Los Angeles
Times Best Book of the Year “A gripping and resonant
novel. . . . It immerses the reader in a distant world with
startling immediacy and ardor. . . . Riveting.” —Michiko
Kakutani, The New York Times In 1886 a shy, middleaged piano tuner named Edgar Drake receives an
unusual commission from the British War Office: to travel
to the remote jungles of northeast Burma and there
repair a rare piano belonging to an eccentric army
surgeon who has proven mysteriously indispensable to
the imperial design. From this irresistible beginning, The
Piano Tuner launches readers into a world of seductive,
vibrantly rendered characters, and enmeshes them in an
unbreakable spell of storytelling.
Beautifully written and taking us into an exotic land,
Karen Connelly’s debut novel The Lizard Cage is a
celebration of the resilience of the human spirit. Teza
once electrified the people of Burma with his protest
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songs against the dictatorship. Arrested by the Burmese
secret police in the days of mass protest, he is seven
years into a twenty-year sentence in solitary
confinement. Cut off from his family and contact with
other prisoners, he applies his acute intelligence,
Buddhist patience, and humor to find meaning in the
interminable days, and searches for news in every being
and object that is grudgingly allowed into his cell. Despite
his isolation, Teza has a profound influence on the
people around him. His very existence challenges the
brutal authority of the jailers, and his steadfast spirit
inspires radical change. Even when Teza’s criminal
server tries to compromise the singer for his own gain,
Teza befriends him and risks falling into the trap of
forbidden conversation, food, and the most dangerous
contraband of all: paper and pen. Yet, it is through
Teza’s relationship with Little Brother, a twelve-year-old
orphan who’s grown up inside the walls, that we
ultimately come to understand the importance of hope
and human connection in the midst of injustice and
violence. Teza and the boy are prisoners of different
orders: only one of them dreams of escape and only one
of them will achieve it—their extraordinary friendship frees
both of them in utterly surprising ways.
A vibrant novel set in postwar America from the New
York Times bestselling author of The Florabama Ladies'
Auxiliary and Sewing Circle World War II is over, but for
three young Australian women who meet on their way to
new lives and new husbands in America, the adventure
is just beginning. Sheila, Dawn, and Gaynor will need to
reacquaint themselves with the military men they swore
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to love when peace seemed like a lifetime away. But the
world that awaits them is filled with new challenges, and
each woman will be forced to summon courage and
strength she never knew she had. Brilliantly capturing an
era that continues to enthrall, War Brides will be
embraced by fans of historical fiction and the many
readers who are rediscovering Lois Battle and her
timeless brand of storytelling.
"It is a great beauty of a book, and I am so proud of you
for standing with and for the disappeared. A sister, a
lover, a witness." --Alice Walker Mary is nineteen and
living alone in Albuquerque. Adrift in the wake of her
mother's death, she longs for something meaningful to
take her over. Then José Luis enters her life. A refugee
from El Salvador and its bloody civil war, José has been
smuggled to the United States as part of the sanctuary
movement. Mary cannot help but fall in love with the
movement and the man. And little by little, she begins to
reveal to José Luis the part of herself she has never
known. . . . "A book that becomes more timely every day,
in our present political climate, and deserves the widest
possible audience for its beautiful prose and
humanitarian heart." --Barbara Kingsolver "Demetria
Martínez has pulled out all the stops: here is truth to
arouse any hardened heart; here is the 'insanity' of a
woman in love calling forth a revolutionary lucidity. Read
it. Get angry. And act." --Luis J. Rodríguez, Author of
Always Running
Looks at the experiences of Carmen Aguirre, who fled to
Canada with her family after General Augusto Pinochet's
coup in Chile in 1973 and then returned five years later
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to become a militant in the Chilean resistance.
Late September, 1995. Cathy and her family are waiting
for her youngest brother to call them on his birthday. For
years it has been a family tradition that no matter where
in the world David might beÑfrom Australia to China to
EnglandÑhe will call on his birthday. The day passes and
by evening there has been no call. Could he have
forgotten? A month before, David and his girlfriend Sarah
set sail from Ireland in their boat Mugwump, headed for
the tropical island of Madeira. What should have been a
two-week journey becomes a mystery as days and
months pass with no sign of the missing boat. Unable to
wait helplessly at home, Cathy travels to Madeira
determined to uncover information, or better yet, find her
missing brother. Instead of finding answers, the beautiful
and sensual island of Madeira stirs CathyÕs longings
and she begins to examine the choices she has made in
her own life. How can she care for her three young
children and a husband recovering from cancer, when
she no longer sleeps, and is up every night wondering
what happened to Mugwump? LostÑA Memoir is an
inspiring true story that demonstrates what it means to
live a life filled with love, loss, compassion and
boundless dreams.
Oh, the places a whore will go: Strip clubs, four-star
hotels, stinking basement apartments, luxury cottages. A
striking memoir by Andrea Werhun and Nicole Bazuin
documents Andrea's sex work career in lush
photography and powerful words—in all its slippery, sexy,
silly and sometimes heartbreaking glory. Andrea
Werhun's sex work career gave her money, freedom,
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joy, and a lot of dick. A natural performer, she revelled in
the opportunity to invent Mary Ann, her escort couterpart,
and introduce her to men all over the city. She whores,
she learns, she writes it all down, and then, as per a
signed document she handed to her Catholic mother in
her early twenties, she quits. To become a stripper.
Andrea and Nicole revisit the idea of the modern whore,
with the enhanced perspective of Andrea's experience at
the strip club. This new, engorged edition of the sold-out
memoir-cum-art book expands on the original concept--a
series of vignettes exploring the many identities sex
workers adopt in the service of their clients and in the
eyes of the public--in both a literal and literary way. But
Andrea doesn't shy away from the serious side of sex
work, either, exploring the risks sex workers take, and
the rights our culture is constantly taking away from
them. This series of stories and portraits investigate the
many ways we imagine—and mistake—the modern whore.
It's Playboy if the Playmates were in charge.
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