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Origins, by the world-renowned writer Amin Maalouf, is a sprawling, hemispherespanning, intergenerational saga. Set during the last quarter of the nineteenth century
and the first quarter of the twentieth—in the mountains of Lebanon and in Havana,
Cuba—Origins recounts the family history of the generation of Maalouf's paternal
grandfather, Boutros Maalouf. Maalouf sets out to discover the truth about why Boutros,
a poet and educator in Lebanon, traveled across the globe to rescue his younger
brother, Gabrayel, who had settled in Havana. What follows is the gripping excavation
of a family's hidden past. Maalouf is an energetic and amiable narrator, illuminating the
more obscure corners of late Ottoman nationalism, the psychology of Lebanese
sectarianism, and the dynamics of family quarrels. He moves with great agility across
time and space, and across genres of writing. But he never loses track of his story's
central thread: his quest to lift the shadow of legend from his family's past. Origins is at
once a gripping family chronicle and a timely consideration of Lebanese culture and
politics.
The volume comprises lightly annotated translation of a key medieval Arabic text that
bears directly on the Crusades and Crusader society and the Muslim experience of
them.
In 1099, when the first crusaders arrived triumphant and bloody before the walls of
Jerusalem, they carved out a Christian European presence in the Islamic world that
remained for centuries, bolstered by subsequent waves of new crusades and
pilgrimages. But how did medieval Muslims understand these events? What does an
Islamic history of the Crusades look like? The answers may surprise you. In The Race
for Paradise, we see medieval Muslims managing this new and long-lived Crusader
threat not simply as victims or as victors, but as everything in-between, on all shores of
the Muslim Mediterranean, from Spain to Syria. This is not just a straightforward tale of
warriors and kings clashing in the Holy Land - of military confrontations and enigmatic
heroes such as the great sultan Saladin. What emerges is a more complicated story of
border-crossers and turncoats; of embassies and merchants; of scholars and spies, all
of them seeking to manage this new threat from the barbarian fringes of their ordered
world. When seen from the perspective of medieval Muslims, the Crusades emerge as
something altogether different from the high-flying rhetoric of the European chronicles:
as a diplomatic chess-game to be mastered, a commercial opportunity to be seized, a
cultural encounter shaping Muslim experiences of Europeans until the close of the
Middle Ages - and, as so often happened, a political challenge to be exploited by
ambitious rulers making canny use of the language of jihad.
The Second Crusade (1145-1149) was an extraordinarily bold attempt to overcome
unbelievers on no less than three fronts. Crusader armies set out to defeat Muslims in
the Holy Land and in Iberia as well as pagans in northeastern Europe. But, to the shock
and dismay of a society raised on the triumphant legacy of the First Crusade, only in
Iberia did they achieve any success. This book, the first in 140 years devoted to the
Second Crusade, fills a major gap in our understanding of the Crusades and their
importance in medieval European history. Historian Jonathan Phillips draws on the
latest developments in Crusade studies to cast new light on the origins, planning, and
execution of the Second Crusade, some of its more radical intentions, and its
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unprecedented ambition. With original insights into the legacy of the First Crusade and
the roles of Pope Eugenius III and King Conrad III of Germany, Phillips offers the
definitive work on this neglected Crusade that, despite its failed objectives, exerted a
profound impact across Europe and the eastern Mediterranean.
The United States is losing its moral credibility. The European Union is breaking apart.
Africa, the Arab world, and the Mediterranean are becoming battlefields for various
regional and global powers. Extreme forms of nationalism are on the rise. Thus divided,
humanity is unable to address global threats to the environment and our health. How
did we get here and what is yet to come? World-renowned scholar and bestselling
author Amin Maalouf seeks to raise awareness and pursue a new human solidarity. In
Adrift, Maalouf traces how civilisations have drifted apart throughout the 20th century,
mixing personal narrative and historical analysis to provide a warning signal for the
future.
Introduction: Mediterranean Captivities -- Qi?a? al-Asr?, or Stories of the Captives -Letters -- Divine Intervention: Christian and Islamic -- Conversion and Resistance -Ransom and Return -- Captivity of Books -- Epilogue: Esclaves turcs in Sculpture -Postscript: How Should the Sculptures Be Treated?
Since the publication of the first edition of The Crusades: A Reader, interest in the
Crusades has increased dramatically, fueled in part by current global interactions
between the Muslim world and Western nations. The second edition features an
intriguing new chapter on perceptions of the Crusades in the modern period, from David
Hume and William Wordsworth to World War I political cartoons and crusading rhetoric
circulating after 9/11. Islamic accounts of the treatment of prisoners have been added,
as well as sources detailing the homecoming of those who had ventured to the Holy
Land—including a newly translated reading on a woman crusader, Margaret of Beverly.
The book contains sixteen images, study questions for each reading, and an index.
The recapture of Jerusalem, the siege of acre, the fall of Tripoli, the effect in Baghdad
of events in Syria; these and other happenings were faithfully recorded by Arab
historians during the two centuries of the Crusades. First published in English in 1969,
this book presents 'the other side' of the Holy War, offering the first English translation
of contemporary Arab accounts of the fighting between Muslim and Christian. Extracts
are drawn from seventeen different authors encompassing a multitude of sources: The
general histories of the Muslim world, The chronicles of cities, regions and their
dynasties Contemporary biographies and records of famous deeds. Overall, this book
gives a sweeping and stimulating view of the Crusades seen through Arab eyes.

There are ninety-nine names for God in the Koran, is it possible that there is a
secret one-hundredth name? In this tale of magic and mystery, of love and
danger, Balthasar's ultimate quest is to find the secret that could save the world.
Before the dawn of the apocalyptic 'Year of the Beast' in 1666, Balthasar
Embriaco, a Genoese Levantine merchant, sets out on an adventure that will
take him across the breadth of the civilised world, from Constantinople, through
the Mediterranean, to London shortly before the Great Fire. Balthasar's urgent
quest is to track down a copy of one of the rarest and most coveted books ever
printed, a volume called 'The Hundredth Name', its contents are thought to be of
vital importance to the future of the world. There are ninety-nine names for God
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in the Koran, and merely to know this most secret hundredth name will, Balthasar
believes, ensure his salvation.
Remarkable contemporary account of early Crusades by one of Damascus'
leading citizens covers events of 1097–1159. Based on both written and oral
reports, colorful narrative relates every particular of life during wartime.
Chronicles the history of Arab civilization, looking at the beauty of the great
mosques, the importance attached to education, the achievements of Arab
science, the role of women, internal conflicts, and the Palestinian question.
The author discusses her marriage to a man from Beirut, the bond she forged
with her Lebanese in-laws, and how she found love, good food, and a meaningful
life, despite dividing her time between wartorn Iraq and Lebanon.
Leading oil consultant offers a damning critique of US policy.
Chronicles the long, bloody history of the Crusades and demonstrates how this
three-hundred-year-long struggle to control the Middle East changed Europe, and
the world, forever.
From Algeria and Libya to Egypt and Syria, the Arab world commands Western
headlines, even as its complex politics and cultures elude the grasp of most
Western readers and commentators. Perhaps no other region is so closely linked
to contemporary U.S. foreign policy, and nowhere else does the unfolding of
events have such significant consequences for America. A Concise History of the
Arabs argues that the key to understanding the Arab world today—and in the
years ahead—is unlocking its past. John McHugo takes the reader on a journey
through the political, social, and intellectual history of the Arabs from the Roman
Empire right up to the present day. His sweeping and fluent account describes in
vivid detail the mission of the Prophet Muhammad, the expansion of Islam, the
origins of Shiism, medieval and modern conflicts, the fall of the Ottoman Empire,
the interaction with Western ideas, the struggle to escape foreign domination, the
rise of Islamism, and the end of the era of dictators. McHugo reveals how the
Arab world came to have its present form, why change was inevitable, and what
choices lie ahead following the Arab Spring. This deeply informed and accessible
account is the perfect entry point for anyone seeking to comprehend this vital part
of the world.
Despite the West's growing involvement in Muslim societies, conflicts, and
cultures, its inability to understand or analyze the Islamic world threatens any
prospect for East–West rapprochement. Impelled by one thousand years of antiMuslim ideas and images, the West has failed to engage in any meaningful or
productive way with the world of Islam. Formulated in the medieval halls of the
Roman Curia and courts of the European Crusaders and perfected in the
newsrooms of Fox News and CNN, this anti-Islamic discourse determines what
can and cannot be said about Muslims and their religion, trapping the West in a
dangerous, dead-end politics that it cannot afford. In Islam Through Western
Eyes, Jonathan Lyons unpacks Western habits of thinking and writing about
Islam, conducting a careful analysis of the West's grand totalizing narrative
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across one thousand years of history. He observes the discourse’s corrosive
effects on the social sciences, including sociology, politics, philosophy, theology,
international relations, security studies, and human rights scholarship. He follows
its influence on research, speeches, political strategy, and government policy,
preventing the West from responding effectively to its most significant twenty-firstcentury challenges: the rise of Islamic power, the emergence of religious
violence, and the growing tension between established social values and
multicultural rights among Muslim immigrant populations. Through the intellectual
"archaeology" of Michel Foucault, Lyons reveals the workings of this discourse
and its underlying impact on our social, intellectual, and political lives. He then
addresses issues of deep concern to Western readers—Islam and modernity,
Islam and violence, and Islam and women—and proposes new ways of thinking
about the Western relationship to the Islamic world.
Muslims and Crusaders supplements and counterbalances the numerous books that tell the
story of the crusading period from the European point of view, enabling readers to achieve a
broader and more complete perspective on the period. It presents the Crusades from the
perspective of those against whom they were waged, the Muslim peoples of the Levant. The
book introduces the reader to the most significant issues that affected their responses to the
European crusaders, and their descendants who would go on to live in the Latin Christian
states that were created in the region. This book combines chronological narrative, discussion
of important areas of scholarly enquiry and evidence from primary sources to give a wellrounded survey of the period. It considers not only the military meetings between Muslims and
the Crusaders, but also the personal, political, diplomatic and trade interactions that took place
between Muslims and Franks away from the battlefield. Through the use of a wide range of
translated primary source documents, including chronicles, dynastic histories, religious and
legal texts and poetry, the people of the time are able to speak to us in their own voices.
This comprehensive work of cultural history gives us something we have never had: a view of
the Crusades as seen through Muslim eyes. With breathtaking command of medieval Muslim
sources as well as the vast literature on medieval European and Muslim culture, Carole
Hillenbrand has produced a book that shows not only how the Crusades were perceived by the
Muslims, but how the Crusades affected the Muslim world - militarily, culturally, and
psychologically. As the author demonstrates, that influence continues now, centuries after the
events. In The Crusades the reader discovers how the Muslims reacted to the Franks, and how
Muslim populations were displaced, the ensuing period of jihad, the careers of Nur al-Din and
Saladin, and the interpenetration of Muslim and Christian cultures. Stereotypes of the Franks in
Muslim documents offer a fascinating counter to Western views of the infidel of legend. For
readers interested in the Middle Ages, military history, the history of religion, and postcolonial
studies, The Crusades opens a window onto a conflict we have only viewed from one side. The
Crusades is richly illustrated, with eighteen color plates and over five hundred line drawings
and black and white photographs.
Acclaimed author James Reston, Jr.'s Warriors of God is the rich and engaging account of the
Third Crusade (1187-1192), a conflict that would shape world history for centuries and which
can still be felt in the Middle East and throughout the world today. James Reston, Jr. offers a
gripping narrative of the epic battle that left Jerusalem in Muslim hands until the twentieth
century, bringing an objective perspective to the gallantry, greed, and religious fervor that
fueled the bloody clash between Christians and Muslims. As he recounts this rousing story,
Reston brings to life the two legendary figures who led their armies against each other. He
offers compelling portraits of Saladin, the wise and highly cultured leader who created a united
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empire, and Richard the Lionheart, the romantic personification of chivalry who emerges here
in his full complexity and contradictions. From its riveting scenes of blood-soaked battles to its
pageant of fascinating, larger-than-life characters, Warriors of God is essential history, history
that helps us understand today's world.
In God's Battalions, award-winning author Rodney Stark takes on the long-held view that the
Crusades were the first round of European colonialism, conducted for land, loot, and converts
by barbarian Christians who victimized the cultivated Muslims. To the contrary, Stark argues
that the Crusades were the first military response to unwarranted Muslim terrorist aggression.
Stark reviews the history of the seven major Crusades from 1095 to 1291, demonstrating that
the Crusades were precipitated by Islamic provocations, centuries of bloody attempts to
colonize the West, and sudden attacks on Christian pilgrims and holy places. Although the
Crusades were initiated by a plea from the pope, Stark argues that this had nothing to do with
any elaborate design of the Christian world to convert all Muslims to Christianity by force of
arms. Given current tensions in the Middle East and terrorist attacks around the world, Stark's
views are a thought-provoking contribution to our understanding and are sure to spark debate.
A penetrating narrative history of the Crusades that reveals the ominous links and parallels
between those medieval clashes and the violent rivalries of the Middle East today. "From the
Trade Paperback edition.
Having fled his homeland 25 years ago for France, Adam returns to the East for the first time to
see a dying friend. Among the milk-white mountains of his homeland, the past soon catches up
with him. His childhood friends have all taken different paths in life - and some now have blood
on their hands. Loyalty, identity, and the clash of cultures and beliefs form the heart of this big
and bold novel.
An imaginary autobiography of the famous geographer, adventurer, and scholar Hasan alWazzan. He wrote the first trilingual dictionary and Description of Africa.
The relationship between the Christian and Muslim worlds has been a long and tortuous one.
Over the course of the centuries the balance of power has swung in pendulum fashion at times
the initiative seems to have lain with the Muslim community, with the Christian world simply
being compelled to react to developments outside itself, while at other points the opposite has
been true and Muslims have found themselves having to respond to Christian challenges in
different forms. Today Christians and Muslims comprise the world's two largest religious
communities. Although they can coexist fairly peacefully, at times they still engage in violent
confrontation, such as in the recent conflicts in Bosnia and the Sudan. This book investigates
the history of the relationships between Christians and Muslims over the centuries, from their
initial encounters in the medieval period, when the Muslims were the dominant group, through
to the modern period, when the balance of power seems to have been reversed. This muchneeded overview of the Christian-Muslim encounter places the emphasis on the context within
which perceptions and attitudes were worked out and provides a depth of historical insight to
the complexities of current Christian-Muslim interactions on different continents."

In this authoritative biography, historian John Man brings Saladin and his world to
life with vivid detail in "a rollicking good story" (Justin Marozzi). Saladin remains
one of the most iconic figures of his age. As the man who united the Arabs and
saved Islam from Christian crusaders in the twelfth century, he is the Islamic
world's preeminent hero. A ruthless defender of his faith and brilliant leader, he
also possessed qualities that won admiration from his Christian foes. But Saladin
is far more than a historical hero. Builder, literary patron, and theologian, he is a
man for all times, and a symbol of hope for an Arab world once again divided.
Centuries after his death, in cities from Damascus to Cairo and beyond, to the
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Arabian Peninsula and the Gulf, Saladin continues to be an immensely potent
symbol of religious and military resistance to the West. He is central to Arab
memories, sensibilities, and the ideal of a unified Islamic state. John Man charts
Saladin's rise to power, his struggle to unify the warring factions of his faith, and
his battles to retake Jerusalem and expel Christian influence from Arab lands.
Saladin explores the life and enduring legacy of this champion of Islam while
examining his significance for the world today.
I want to try and understand why so many people commit crimes in the name of
identity,” writes Amin Maalouf. Identity is the crucible out of which we come: our
background, our race, our gender, our tribal affiliations, our religion (or lack
thereof), all go into making up who we are. All too often, however, the notion of
identity—personal, religious, ethnic, or national—has given rise to heated passions
and even massive crimes. Moving across the world’s history, faiths, and politics,
he argues against an oversimplified and hostile interpretation of the concept. He
cogently and persuasively examines identity in the context of the modern world,
where it can be viewed as both glory and poison. Evident here are the dangers of
using identity as a protective—and therefore aggressive—mechanism, the root of
racial, geographical, and colonialist subjugation throughout history. Maalouf
contends that many of us would reject our inherited conceptions of identity, to
which we cling through habit, if only we examined them more closely. The future
of society depends on accepting all identities, while recognizing our individualism.
Saladin remains one of the most iconic figures of his age. As the man who united
the Arabs and saved Islam from Christian crusaders in the twelfth century, he is
the Islamic world's preeminent hero. A ruthless defender of his faith and brilliant
leader, he also possessed qualities that won admiration from his Christian foes.
But Saladin is far more than a historical hero. Builder, literary patron, and
theologian, he is a man for all times, and a symbol of hope for an Arab world
once again divided. Centuries after his death, in cities from Damascus to Cairo
and beyond, to the Arabian Peninsula and the Gulf, Saladin continues to be an
immensely potent symbol of religious and military resistance to the West. He is
central to Arab memories, sensibilities, and the ideal of a unified Islamic state.
John Man charts Saladin's rise to power, his struggle to unify the warring factions
of his faith, and his battles to retake Jerusalem and expel Christian influence from
Arab lands. Saladin explores the life and enduring legacy of this champion of
Islam while examining his significance for the world today.
Analyzes the Crusades from European and Arabic viewpoints
Retraces two critical centuries of Middle Eastern history, presents an intriguing
chronicle of the Crusades, and offers insights into the forces that shape Arab and
Islamic consciousness today
The life of Usâmah ibn-Munqidh epitomizes the height of Arab civilization during
the early Crusading period. These memoirs -- which represent a rare first-hand
account of medieval European manners, morals, politics, and medicine written by
a non-European -- offers new perspective and insight into an important point of
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military and cultural contact between the East and West. In his introduction,
translator Philip Hitti writes, "Ancient Arabic literature has preserved for us other
biographies, memoirs, and reminiscences by great men, but there is hardly
anything superior to this one in its simplicity of narrative, dignity, and wealth of
contents and general human interest.
What is the relationship between the medieval crusades and the problems of the
modern Middle East? Were the crusades the Christian equivalent of Muslim
jihad? In this sweeping yet crisp history, Thomas F. Madden offers a brilliant and
compelling narrative of the crusades and their contemporary relevance. Placing
all of the major crusades within their social, economic, religious, and intellectual
environments, Madden explores the uniquely medieval world that led untold
thousands to leave their homes, families, and friends to march in Christ’s name
to distant lands. From Palestine and Europe's farthest reaches, each crusade is
recounted in a clear, concise narrative. The author gives special attention as well
to the crusades’ effects on the Islamic world and the Christian Byzantine East.
Discusses the history of the world from an Islamic perspective, explaining the
evolution of the Muslim community while recounting the history of the Western
world with respect to Islamic events and interpretations.
Accused of mocking the inviolate codes of Islam, the Persian poet and sage Omar
Khayyam fortuitously finds sympathy with the very man who is to judge his alleged
crimes. Recognising genius, the judge decides to spare him and gives him instead a
small, blank book, encouraging him to confine his thoughts to it alone. Thus beginds the
seamless blend of fact and fiction that is Samarkand. Vividly re-creating the history of
the manuscript of the Rubaiyaat of Omar Khayyam, Amin Maalouf spans continents
and centuries with breathtaking vision: the dusky exoticism of 11th-century Persia, with
its poetesses and assassins; the same country's struggles nine hundred years later,
seen through the eyes of an American academic obsessed with finding the original
manuscript ; and the fated maiden voyage of the Titanic, whose tragedy led to the
Rubaiyaat's final resting place - all are brought to life with keen assurance by this gifted
and award-winning writer.
The twelve readings in this volume represent some of the best recent scholarship on
the Crusades.
European and Arab versions of the Crusades have little in common. For Arabs, the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries were years of strenuous efforts to repel a brutal and
destructive invasion by barbarian hordes. Under Saladin, an unstoppable Muslim army
inspired by prophets and poets finally succeeded in destroying the most powerful
Crusader kingdoms. The memory of this greatest and most enduring victory ever won
by a non-European society against the West still lives in the minds of millions of Arabs
today. Amin Maalouf has sifted through the works of a score of contemporary Arab
chroniclers of the Crusades, eyewitnesses and often participants in the events. He
retells their stories in their own vivacious style, giving us a vivid portrait of a society rent
by internal conflicts and shaken by a traumatic encounter with an alien culture. He
retraces two critical centuries of Middle Eastern history, and offers fascinating insights
into some of the forces that shape Arab and Islamic consciousness today. 'Wellresearched and highly readable.' Guardian 'A useful and important analysis adding
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much to existing western histories ... worth recommending to George Bush.' London
Review of Books 'Maalouf tells an inspiring story ... very readable ... warmly
recommended.' Times Literary Supplement 'A wide readership should enjoy this vivid
narrative of stirring events.' The Bookseller 'Very well done indeed ... Should be put in
the hands of anyone who asks what lies behind the Middle East's present conflicts.'
Middle East International
Islam has been one of the most powerful religious, social and political forces in history.
Over the last 1400 years, from origins in Arabia, a succession of Muslim polities and
later empires expanded to control territories and peoples that ultimately stretched from
southern France to East Africa and South East Asia. Yet many of the contributions of
Muslim thinkers, scientists and theologians, not to mention rulers, statesmen and
soldiers, have been occluded. This book rescues from oblivion and neglect some of
these personalities and institutions while offering the reader a new narrative of this lost
Islamic history. The Umayyads, Abbasids, and Ottomans feature in the story, as do
Muslim Spain, the savannah kingdoms of West Africa and the Mughal Empire, along
with the later European colonization of Muslim lands and the development of modern
nation-states in the Muslim world. Throughout, the impact of Islamic belief on scientific
advancement, social structures, and cultural development is given due prominence,
and the text is complemented by portraits of key personalities, inventions and little
known historical nuggets. The history of Islam and of the world's Muslims brings
together diverse peoples, geographies and states, all interwoven into one narrative that
begins with Muhammad and continues to this day.
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