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Telling Stories Joyce Carol Oates
If you are a writer of fiction, this practical handbook will teach you how to acquire
your own writer's tool-box. Here you will learn all about developing your craft. The
wide-ranging exploration of fiction-writing skills contains many unique features,
such as the focus on reflective learning and tuition on advanced skills including
foreshadowing, transitions and producing short story cycles. Throughout, the
approach is centred on three kinds of activity: - examining the theory of particular
fiction writing skills - analysing the practice of these skills in examples of
published work - practising the use of skills in fiction-writing exercises. What
makes this guide so distinctive, though, is the way it consistently asks you to
reflect on your work, and stresses the importance of being able to articulate the
processes of writing. Packed with wisdom about the art of fiction and filled with
writing exercises, How To Write Fiction (And Think About It) examines the work
of today's finest authors to teach you everything you need to know about writing
short stories or longer fiction. Whether you are a student, a would-be professional
author, or a general reader who simply likes to write for pleasure, this guide will
equip you with a portfolio of key fiction-writing skills.
Written with the raw honesty and poignant insight that were the hallmarks of her
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acclaimed bestseller A Widow’s Story, an affecting and observant memoir of
growing up from one of our finest and most beloved literary masters. The Lost
Landscape is Joyce Carol Oates’ vivid chronicle of her hardscrabble childhood in
rural western New York State. From memories of her relatives, to those of a
charming bond with a special red hen on her family farm; from her first
friendships to her earliest experiences with death, The Lost Landscape is a
powerful evocation of the romance of childhood, and its indelible influence on the
woman and the writer she would become. In this exceptionally candid, moving,
and richly reflective account, Oates explores the world through the eyes of her
younger self, an imaginative girl eager to tell stories about the world and the
people she meets. While reading Alice in Wonderland changed a young Joyce
forever and inspired her to view life as a series of endless adventures, growing
up on a farm taught her harsh lessons about sacrifice, hard work, and loss. With
searing detail and an acutely perceptive eye, Oates renders her memories and
emotions with exquisite precision, transporting us to a forgotten place and
time—the lost landscape of her youth, reminding us of the forgotten landscapes of
our own earliest lives.
Joyce Carol Oates’s Wonderland Quartet comprises four remarkable novels that
explore social class in America and the inner lives of young Americans. In
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Expensive People, Oates takes a provocative and suspenseful look at the roiling
secrets of America’s affluent suburbs. Set in the late 1960s, this first-person
confession is narrated by Richard Everett, a precocious and obese boy who sees
himself as a minor character in the alarming drama unfolding around him.
Fascinated by yet alienated from his attractive, self-absorbed parents and the
privileged world they inhabit, Richard incisively analyzes his own mismanaged
childhood, his pretentious private schooling, his “successful-executive” father,
and his elusive mother. In an act of defiance and desperation, eleven-year-old
Richard strikes out in a way that presages the violence of ever-younger
Americans in the turbulent decades to come. A National Book Award finalist,
Expensive People is a stunning combination of social satire and gothic horror.
“You cannot put this novel away after you have opened it,” said The Detroit
News. “This is that kind of book–hypnotic, fascinating, and electrifying.”
Expensive People is the second novel in the Wonderland Quartet. The books that
complete this acclaimed series, A Garden of Earthly Delights, them, and
Wonderland, are also available from the Modern Library.
I Am No One You Know contains nineteen startling stories that bear witness to
the remarkably varied lives of Americans of our time. In "Fire," a troubled young
wife discovers a rare, radiant happiness in an adulterous relationship. In "Curly
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Red," a girl makes a decision to reveal a family secret, and changes her life
irrevocably. In "The Girl with the Blackened Eye," selected for The Best American
Mystery Stories 2001, a girl pushed to an even greater extreme of courage and
desperation manages to survive her abduction by a serial killer. And in "Three
Girls," two adventuresome NYU undergraduates seal their secret love by
following, and protecting, Marilyn Monroe in disguise at Strand Used Books on a
snowy evening in 1956. These vividly rendered portraits of women, men, and
children testify to Oates's compassion for the mysterious and luminous resources
of the human spirit.
“Oates’ American saga captivates because it exists within an actual drama
playing out across the country...Martyrs is a graceful and excruciating story of
two families who do not live very far apart, but exist in different realities. ” --USA
Today, 4-star review “Successful because [Oates] refuses to satirize or
dehumanize anyone, even murderous foes of abortion...With its wrath and
violence, A Book of American Martyrs offers this teaspoon of warmth in these
troubled times: that it is possible to be wrong without surrendering your
humanity.” --Los Angeles Times “The most relevant book of Oates’s halfcentury-long career, a powerful reminder that fiction can be as timely as this
morning’s tweets but infinitely more illuminating.” --Washington Post A
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powerfully resonant and provocative novel from American master and New York
Times bestselling author Joyce Carol Oates In this striking, enormously affecting
novel, Joyce Carol Oates tells the story of two very different and yet intimately
linked American families. Luther Dunphy is an ardent Evangelical who envisions
himself as acting out God’s will when he assassinates an abortion provider in his
small Ohio town while Augustus Voorhees, the idealistic but self-regarding doctor
who is killed, leaves behind a wife and children scarred and embittered by grief.
In her moving, insightful portrait, Joyce Carol Oates fully inhabits the
perspectives of two interwoven families whose destinies are defined by their
warring convictions and squarely-but with great empathy-confronts an intractable,
abiding rift in American society. A Book of American Martyrs is a stunning, timely
depiction of an issue hotly debated on a national stage but which makes itself felt
most lastingly in communities torn apart by violence and hatred.
Extracts drawn by Virginia Woolf's husband from the personal record she kept
over a period of twenty-seven years offer insight into the art and mind of the
twentieth-century author.
The most provocative young adult novel yet from New York Times best–selling
author Joyce Carol Oates. Darren Flynn is popular, good–looking, and has a spot
on the varsity swim team. But after what happened that day in November (did it
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happen?), life is different for Darren. Now his friends, his family, even the people
who are supposed to be in charge are no longer who Darren thought they were.
Who can he trust now? In her third novel for young adults, the author of the
acclaimed Big Mouth & Ugly Girl leads readers on an internal journey of
self–discovery, moral complexity, and sexuality.
“A quartet of shrewd and unnerving novellas about toxic entanglements” from
the National Book Award–winning author (Booklist). Joyce Carol Oates is one of
the most prominent writers of her generation, and she is fearless when exploring
the most disturbing corners of human nature. In Evil Eye, Oates offers four
chilling tales about love so powerful that people might die—or kill—for it. In the title
story, we meet Mariana, the young fourth wife of a prominent intellectual. When
her husband’s first wife comes to visit, Mariana learns a terrible secret that
threatens her marriage and sanity. In “So Near Any Times Always,” shy
teenager Lizbeth meets Desmond, a charming older boy who offers the first
spark of romance. Yet as their relationship blossoms, Lizbeth realizes that a
menacing soul lies beneath Desmond’s perfect façade. In “The Execution,”
spoiled college student Bart Hansen has planned the perfect crime to get back at
his condescending parents. What he didn’t plan on was the resilience of his
mother’s love, even in the face of death. And in “The Flatbed,” childhood trauma
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has prevented Cecelia from enjoying physical intimacy with a man. But when she
meets the love of her life, Cecelia must confront the demon who stole her
innocence long ago. With the razor-sharp prose that has made Joyce Carol
Oates a living legend, Evil Eye shows love as sporadically magical, mysterious,
and murderous. “A dazzling, disturbing, tour de force of Gothic suspense: four
odd, compelling, ingeniously narrated tales that gain in power and resonance
when read in conjunction with each other.” —The Boston Globe “Exquisitely
suspenseful. . . . The relationships between the damaged, sometimes monstrous
individuals who people these pages will keep the reader riveted.” —Publishers
Weekly, starred review
‘Simply the most consistently inventive, brilliant, curious and creative writer going’ Gillian
Flynn Best-selling author Joyce Carol Oates blends sexual violence, racism, brutality, and
power in her latest incendiary novel.
In the raw was how the world felt now. My feelings were raw, my thoughts were raw and hurtful
like knife blades. . . . In the blue had been my place to hide, now In the raw there was nowhere
to hide. Jenna Abbott separates her life into two categories: before the wreck and after the
wreck. Before the wreck, she was leading a normal life with her mom in suburban New York.
After the wreck, Jenna is alone, trying desperately to forget what happened that day on the
bridge. She's determined not to let anyone get close to her -- she never wants to feel so broken
and fragile again. Then Jenna meets Crow. He is a powerfully seductive enigma, and Jenna is
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instantly drawn to him. Crow is able to break down the wall that Jenna has built around her
emotions, and she surprises herself by telling him things she hasn't told anyone else. Can
Jenna bring herself to face the memories she's tried so hard to erase?
"Anellia" is a young student who, though gifted with a penetrating intelligence, is drastically
inclined to obsession. Funny, mordant, and compulsive, she falls passionately in love with a
brilliant yet elusive black philosophy student. But she is tested most severely by a figure out of
her past she'd long believed dead. Astonishingly intimate and unsparing, and pitiless in
exposing the follies of the time, I'll Take You There is a dramatic revelation of the risks—and
curious rewards—of the obsessive personality as well as a testament to the stubborn strength of
a certain type of contemporary female intellectual.
An ingenious, dystopian novel of one young woman’s resistance against the constraints of an
oppressive society, from the inventive imagination of Joyce Carol Oates “Time travel” — and its
hazards—are made literal in this astonishing new novel in which a recklessly idealistic girl dares
to test the perimeters of her tightly controlled (future) world and is punished by being sent back
in time to a region of North America — “Wainscotia, Wisconsin”—that existed eighty years
before. Cast adrift in time in this idyllic Midwestern town she is set upon a course of
“rehabilitation”—but cannot resist falling in love with a fellow exile and questioning the
constrains of the Wainscotia world with results that are both devastating and liberating.
Arresting and visionary, Hazards of Time Travel is both a novel of harrowing discovery and an
exquisitely wrought love story that may be Joyce Carol Oates’s most unexpected novel so far.
A chilling noir collection featuring fifteen crime and mystery tales and six poems from female
authors. Joyce Carol Oates, a queen-pin of the noir genre, has brought her keen and
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discerning eye to the curation of an outstanding anthology of brand-new top-shelf short stories
(and poems by Margaret Atwood!). While bad men are not always the victims in these tales,
they get their due often enough to satisfy readers who are sick and tired of the gendered status
quo, or who just want to have a little bit of fun at the expense of a crumbling patriarchal society.
This stylistically diverse collection will make you squirm in your seat, stay up at night, laugh out
loud, and inevitably wish for more. With stories by: Joyce Carol Oates, Margaret Atwood
(poems), Valerie Martin, Aimee Bender, Edwidge Danticat, Sheila Kohler, S.A. Solomon, S.J.
Rozan, Lucy Taylor, Cassandra Khaw, Bernice L. McFadden, Jennifer Morales, Elizabeth
McCracken, Livia Llewellyn, Lisa Lim, and Steph Cha. Praise for Cutting Edge “The
indefatigable Joyce Carol Oates gathers a strong list of names . . . . Emerging and established
authors provide attention-grabbing short works: especially notable are Edwidge Danticat's story
on the quotidian horror of domestic violence, Bernice L. McFadden’s comic take on the
appropriation of racial friendship, and Lisa Lim’s illustrations of a grotesque marriage.” —Alfred
Hitchcock Mystery Magazine “But of course, in the end, it isn't the themes or the innovations
on the format of the short story anthology that make the tales collected in Cutting Edge most
“feel” as if you were reading Joyce Carol Oates herself. It is the writing. The tight plots and
fresh, flowing prose that go about their business until—snap!—the story’s well-oiled mousetrap
does its job.” —New York Journal of Books “The 15 stories and six poems in this slim yet
weighty all-original noir anthology . . . are razor-sharp and relentless in their portrayal of life,
offering snapshots of dysfunction, everyday toil, and brief joy. It is unusual, however, in its
scope, zeroing in not only on what the female characters endure but what they dish out . . . .
Each story sears but does not cauterize, leaving protagonists and readers raw . . . . Fans of
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contemporary crime fiction won’t want to miss this one.” —Publishers Weekly
The essays collected in this volume highlight the narrative as a phenomenon inherent in
human nature. They examine the likely purpose of artistic and literary expression and its
contribution to survival in an early human environment. They also consider the developing
interest in shaping experience through the narrative, and investigate the consequent
significance of traits acquired throughout the ages for the production and reception of texts. In
doing so, the book provides a highly diverse overview of the latest research and debates in this
innovative field of research.
Using the reading list for her writing seminar at Princeton University, Joyce Carol Oates
presents over 90 works of narrative art. Here are classics and relative unknowns, short
vignettes and long genre fiction, tragic tales and humorous character sketches. Oates chose
pieces that will inspire beginning and experienced writers alike. In special sections, Oates
offers her understanding of the storyteller's craft.
No other writer can match the impressive oeuvre of Joyce Carol Oates. High Lonesome: New
and Selected Stories 1966-2006 gathers short fiction from the acclaimed author's seminal
collections and includes eleven new tales that further demonstrate the breathtaking artistry and
striking originality of an incomparable talent who "has imbued the American short story with an
edgy vitality and raw social surfaces" (Chicago Tribune).

In this collection of twenty-one unforgettable stories, Joyce Carol Oates explores the
mysterious private lives of men and women with vivid, unsparing precision and
sympathy. By turns interlocutor and interpreter, magician and realist, she dissects the
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psyches of ordinary people and their potential for good and evil with chilling
understatement and lasting power.
The Pulitzer Prize-nominated novel from the author of the New York Times bestselling
novel We Were the Mulvaneys “Its power of evocation is remarkable.” —The New
Yorker In the midst of a long summer on Grayling Island, Maine, twenty-six-year-old
Kelly Kelleher longs for something interesting to happen to her—something that will
make her finally feel some of what she imagines other people must feel when they
watch the fireworks explode off the beach. So when Kelly meets The Senator at an
exclusive party and he asks her to go back to a hotel room on the main island with him,
she says yes. Even though the senator is old enough to be her father, even though he
has perhaps been drinking too heavily to get behind the wheel, the danger of saying
yes is an inevitable and even exciting part of the adventure Kelly is finally going to
have. However, as The Senator’s car whips around the island’s roads and eventually
crashes through a guardrail, it becomes clear to Kelly and the reader that this man
embodies a wholly different and more sinister type of danger, one much larger and
harder to contain than the horrible events that unfold as Kelly is left in the sinking car.
Black Water is a chilling meditation on power, trust, and violation and a timeless classic
from one of America’s foremost storytellers.
The Journal of Joyce Carol Oates, edited by Greg Johnson, offers a rare glimpse into
the private thoughts of this extraordinary writer, focusing on excerpts written during one
Page 11/22

File Type PDF Telling Stories Joyce Carol Oates
of the most productive decades of Oates's long career. Far more than just a daily
account of a writer's writing life, these intimate, unrevised pages candidly explore her
friendship with other writers, including John Updike, Donald Barthelme, Susan Sontag,
Gail Godwin, and Philip Roth. It presents a fascinating portrait of the artist as a young
woman, fully engaged with her world and her culture, on her way to becoming one of
the most respected, honored, discussed, and controversial figures in American letters.
An intense roller-coaster ride into the abyss, MAN CRAZY charts the fall and rise of
teenager Ingrid Boone, abandoned by her father, moving from town to town, taking
what she can get and always giving too much in return. This is a novel about the
horrors waiting at the end of the road for the innocent, but in the end it is about one
girl's realisation that men don't make you more real, that pain isn't an integral part of
normal life.
A new collection of thirteen mesmerizing stories by American master Joyce Carol
Oates, including the 2017 Pushcart Prize–winning “Undocumented Alien” The diverse
stories of Beautiful Days, Joyce Carol Oates explore the most secret, intimate, and
unacknowledged interior lives of characters not unlike ourselves, who assert their
independence in acts of bold and often irrevocable defiance. “Fleuve Bleu” exemplifies
the rich sensuousness of Oates’s prose as lovers married to other persons vow to
establish, in their intimacy, a ruthlessly honest, truth-telling authenticity missing
elsewhere in their complicated lives, with unexpected results. In “Big Burnt,” set on
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lushly rendered Lake George, in the Adirondacks, a cunningly manipulative university
professor exploits a too-trusting woman in a way she could never have anticipated.
“The Nice Girl” depicts a young woman who has been, through her life, infuriatingly
“nice,” until she is forced to come to terms with the raw desperation of her deepest
self. In a more experimental but no less intimate mode, “Les beaux jours” examines
the ambiguities of an intensely erotic, exploitative relationship between a “master”
artist and his adoring young female model. And the tragic “Undocumented Alien”
depicts a young African student enrolled in an American university who is suddenly
stripped of his student visa and forced to undergo a terrifying test of courage. In these
stories, as elsewhere in her fiction, Joyce Carol Oates exhibits her fascination with the
social, psychological, and moral boundaries that govern our behavior—until the hour
when they do not.
.
FINALIST FOR THE J. ANTHONY LUKAS BOOK PRIZE NATIONAL BESTSELLER
Named One of The Best Books of 2020 by NPR's Fresh Air * Publishers Weekly *
Marie Claire * Redbook * Vogue * Kirkus Reviews * Book Riot * Bustle A
Recommended Book by The New York Times * The Washington Post * Publisher's
Weekly * Kirkus Reviews* Booklist * The Boston Globe * Goodreads * Buzzfeed * Town
& Country * Refinery29 * BookRiot * CrimeReads * Glamour * Popsugar * PureWow *
Shondaland Dive into a "tour de force of investigative reporting" (Ron Chernow): a
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"searching, atmospheric and ultimately entrancing" (Patrick Radden Keefe) true crime
narrative of an unsolved 1969 murder at Harvard and an "exhilarating and seductive"
(Ariel Levy) narrative of obsession and love for a girl who dreamt of rising among men.
You have to remember, he reminded me, that Harvard is older than the U.S.
government. You have to remember because Harvard doesn't let you forget. 1969: the
height of counterculture and the year universities would seek to curb the unruly
spectacle of student protest; the winter that Harvard University would begin the
tumultuous process of merging with Radcliffe, its all-female sister school; and the year
that Jane Britton, an ambitious twenty-three-year-old graduate student in Harvard's
Anthropology Department and daughter of Radcliffe Vice President J. Boyd Britton,
would be found bludgeoned to death in her Cambridge, Massachusetts apartment.
Forty years later, Becky Cooper a curious undergrad, will hear the first whispers of the
story. In the first telling the body was nameless. The story was this: a Harvard student
had had an affair with her professor, and the professor had murdered her in the
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology because she'd threatened to talk
about the affair. Though the rumor proves false, the story that unfolds, one that Cooper
will follow for ten years, is even more complex: a tale of gender inequality in academia,
a 'cowboy culture' among empowered male elites, the silencing effect of institutions,
and our compulsion to rewrite the stories of female victims. We Keep the Dead Close is
a memoir of mirrors, misogyny, and murder. It is at once a rumination on the violence
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and oppression that rules our revered institutions, a ghost story reflecting one young
woman's past onto another's present, and a love story for a girl who was lost to history.
"The Sky Ball Blue", "Life After High School", and ten other short stories are presented
in a compilation for young adults, including three O. Henry Award winners.
Presents a collection of short stories by such authors as Sherwood Anderson, Willa Cather, F.
Scott Fitzgerald, and James Joyce, along with analysis of their works.
In this disturbing short story collection, Joyce Carol Oates explores the inner lives of vulnerable
girls and women. Joyce Carol Oates is renowned for her rare ability to “illuminate the mind’s
most disturbing corners” (The Seattle Times). That genius is on full display in this collection of
seven feverishly unsettling works, DIS MEM BER and Other Stories of Mystery and Suspense.
In the title story, a precocious eleven-year-old named Jill is in thrall to an older male relative,
the mysterious, attractive black sheep of the family. Without telling her parents Jill climbs into
his sky-blue Chevy to be driven to an uncertain, and unforgettable, fate. In “The Drowned
Girl,” a university transfer student becomes increasingly obsessed with the drowning/murder of
another female student, as her own sense of self begins to deteriorate. In “Great Blue Heron,”
a recent widow grieves inside the confines of her lakefront home and fantasizes about
transforming into that great flying predator unerring and pitiless in the hunt. And in the final
story, “Welcome to Friendly Skies,” a trusting group of bird-watchers is borne to a remote part
of the globe, to a harrowing fate. At the heart of this meticulously crafted, deeply disquieting
collection are girls and women confronting the danger around them, and the danger hidden
inside their turbulent selves.
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Presents a collection of fifty-six familiar and unfamiliar stories by such writers as Washington
Irving, Ernest Hemingway, Edgar Allan Poe, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Henry James, and Kate
Chopin.
“[Oates] has once again held a haunting mirror up to America, revealing who we are.” —Boston
Globe The inimitable Joyce Carol Oates returns with Dear Husband—a gripping and moving
story collection that powerfully re-imagines the meaning of family in America, often through
violent means. Oates, a former recipient of the PEN/Malamud Award for Excellence in Short
Fiction—as well as the National Book Award, Prix Femina, and numerous other literary
honors—dazzles and disturbs with an outstanding compilation the Washington Post calls,
“Savage, poetic and ruthless...among the best things she’s ever done.” Dear Husband is
another triumph for the author of The Gravedigger’s Daughter, We Were the Mulvaneys, and
Blonde.
Unlike anything Joyce Carol Oates has written before, A Widow’s Story is the universally
acclaimed author’s poignant, intimate memoir about the unexpected death of Raymond Smith,
her husband of forty-six years, and its wrenching, surprising aftermath. A recent recipient of
National Book Critics Circle Ivan Sandrof Lifetime Achievement Award, Oates, whose novels
(Blonde, The Gravedigger’s Daughter, Little Bird of Heaven, etc.) rank among the very finest
in contemporary American fiction, offers an achingly personal story of love and loss. A
Widow’s Story is a literary memoir on a par with The Year of Magical Thinking by Joan Didion
and Calvin Trillin’s About Alice.
“A painful truth of family life: the most tender emotions can change in an instant. You think
your parents love you but is it you they love, or the child who is theirs?” --Joyce Carol Oates,
Page 16/22

File Type PDF Telling Stories Joyce Carol Oates
My Life as a Rat Which should prevail: loyalty to family or loyalty to the truth? Is telling the truth
ever a mistake and is lying for one’s family ever justified? Can one do the right thing, but
bitterly regret it? My Life as a Rat follows Violet Rue Kerrigan, a young woman who looks back
upon her life in exile from her family following her testimony, at age twelve, concerning what
she knew to be the racist murder of an African-American boy by her older brothers. In a
succession of vividly recalled episodes Violet contemplates the circumstances of her life as the
initially beloved youngest child of seven Kerrigan children who inadvertently “informs” on her
brothers, setting into motion their arrests and convictions and her own long estrangement.
Arresting and poignant, My Life as a Rat traces a life of banishment from a family—banishment
from parents, siblings, and the Church—that forces Violet to discover her own identity, to break
the powerful spell of family, and to emerge from her long exile as a “rat” into a transformed
life.
It is 1950 and, after a disastrous honeymoon night, Ariah Erskine's young husband throws
himself into the roaring waters of Niagara Falls. Ariah, "the Widow Bride of the Falls," begins a
relentless seven-day vigil in the mist, waiting for his body to be found. At her side is confirmed
bachelor and pillar of the community Dirk Burnaby, who is unexpectedly drawn to her. What
follows is a passionate love affair, marriage, and family -- a seemingly perfect existence. But
tragedy soon takes over their lives, poisoning their halcyon years with distrust, greed, and
murder. Set against the mythic-historic backdrop of Niagara Falls in the mid-twentieth century,
this haunting exploration of the American family in crisis is a stunning achievement from "one
of the great artistic forces of our time" (The Nation). This P.S. edition features an extra 16
pages of insights into the book, including author interviews, recommended reading, and more.
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"These are stories of magical lyricism, contemporary in their exploration of the obsessions of
girls and young women, mythic in their scope and mystery. Remarkable." -- Joyce Carol Oates
Lyrical, intimate, and incisive, Tell Me Who We Were explores the inner worlds of girls and
women, the relationships we cherish and betray, and the transformations we undergo in the
simple act of living. It begins with a drowning. One day Mr. Arcilla, the romance language
teacher at Briarfield, an all-girls boarding school, is found dead at the bottom of Reed Pond.
Young and handsome, the object of much fantasy and fascination, he was adored by his
students. For Lilith and Romy, Evie and Claire, Nellie and Grace, he was their first love, and
their first true loss. In this extraordinary collection, Kate McQuade explores the ripple effect of
one transformative moment on six lives, witnessed at a different point in each girl’s future.
Throughout these stories, these bright, imaginative, and ambitious girls mature into women,
lose touch and call in favors, achieve success and endure betrayal, marry and divorce, have
children and struggle with infertility, abandon husbands and remain loyal to the end.
Two or Three Things I Forgot to Tell You is renowned author Joyce Carol Oates's newest
novel for teens. Laurie Halse Anderson, bestselling author of Wintergirls and Speak, said that
"the painful honesty of this book will crack open your heart." Senior year, their last year
together, Merissa and Nadia need their best friend Tink more than they ever did before. They
have secrets they can share with no one but her, toxic secrets that threaten to unravel their
friendship—and themselves. Tink had a secret, too, a big one, but no one knows what it was.
And now she's gone. . . . In a starred review, Kirkus Reviews described Joyce Carol Oates as
"a master at portraying the inner lives of teens." In Two or Three Things I Forgot to Tell You,
she's created a powerful portrayal of a friendship strong enough to transcend death.
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Four brand-new novellas by the #1 New York Times-bestselling, National Book Award-winning
“grand mistress of ghoulishness” (Publishers Weekly). An academic in Pennsylvania
discovers a terrifying trauma from her past after inheriting a house in Cardiff, Maine from
someone she has never heard of. A pubescent girl, overcome with loneliness, befriends a feral
cat that becomes her protector from the increasingly aggressive males that surround her. A
brilliant but shy college sophomore is distraught to discover that she’s pregnant, and the
professor who takes her under his wing may not have innocent intentions. And a woman who
marries into a family shattered by tragedy finds herself haunted by her predecessor’s voice, an
inexplicably befouled well, and a compulsive attraction to a garage that took two lives. In these
psychologically daring, chillingly suspenseful pieces, the author of We Were the Mulvaneys
and Blonde writes about women facing threats past and present, once again cementing her
reputation for “great intelligence and dead-on imaginative powers” (Los Angeles Times Book
Review).
A major historical novel from "one of the great artistic forces of our time" (The Nation)—an eerie,
unforgettable story of possession, power, and loss in early-twentieth-century Princeton, a
cultural crossroads of the powerful and the damned Princeton, New Jersey, at the turn of the
twentieth century: a tranquil place to raise a family, a genteel town for genteel souls. But
something dark and dangerous lurks at the edges of the town, corrupting and infecting its
residents. Vampires and ghosts haunt the dreams of the innocent. A powerful curse besets the
elite families of Princeton; their daughters begin disappearing. A young bride on the verge of
the altar is seduced and abducted by a dangerously compelling man–a shape-shifting, vaguely
European prince who might just be the devil, and who spreads his curse upon a richly
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deserving community of white Anglo-Saxon privilege. And in the Pine Barrens that border the
town, a lush and terrifying underworld opens up. When the bride's brother sets out against all
odds to find her, his path will cross those of Princeton's most formidable people, from Grover
Cleveland, fresh out of his second term in the White House and retired to town for a quieter
life, to soon-to-be commander in chief Woodrow Wilson, president of the university and a
complex individual obsessed to the point of madness with his need to retain power; from the
young Socialist idealist Upton Sinclair to his charismatic comrade Jack London, and the most
famous writer of the era, Samuel Clemens/Mark Twain–all plagued by "accursed" visions. An
utterly fresh work from Oates, The Accursed marks new territory for the masterful writer.
Narrated with her unmistakable psychological insight, it combines beautifully transporting
historical detail with chilling supernatural elements to stunning effect.
Unavailable for 40 years, this seminal novel of madness and murder is acclaimed author Joyce
Carol Oates' powerful trip into the mind of a maniac. Abandoned as a baby in a bus station
locker, shuttled from one abusive foster home and detention center to another, Bobbie
Gotteson grew up angry, hurting, damaged. His hunger to succeed as a musician brought him
across the country to Hollywood, but along with it came his seething rage, his paranoid
delusions, and his capacity for acts of shocking violence. Unavailable for 40 years, The
Triumph of the Spider Monkey is an eloquent, terrifying, heartbreaking exploration of madness
by one of the most acclaimed authors of the past century. This definitive edition for the first
time pairs the original novel with a never-before-collected companion novella by Joyce Carol
Oates, unseen since its sole publication in a literary journal nearly half a century ago, which
examines the impact of Gotteson's killing spree on a woman who survived it, as seen through
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the eyes of the troubled young man hired by a private detective to surveil her...
Joyce Carol Oates is not only one of our most important novelists and literary critics, she is
also an unparalleled master of the short story. Sourland—sixteen previously uncollected stories
that explore the power of violence, loss, and grief to shape the psyche as well as the
soul—shows us an author working at the height of her powers. With lapidary precision and an
unflinching eye, Oates maps the surprising contours of “ordinary” life, from a desperate man
who dons a jack-o'-lantern head as a prelude to a most curious sort of courtship to a beguiling
young woman librarian whose amputee state attracts a married man and father; from a girl
hopelessly in love with her renegade, incarcerated cousin to the concluding title story of an
unexpectedly redemptive love rooted in radical aloneness and isolation. Each story in Sourland
resonates beautifully with Oates's trademark fascination for the unpredictable amid the
prosaic—the commingling of sexual love and violence, the tumult of family life—and shines with
her predilection for dark humor and her gift for voice.
A prolific and award-winning writer, Lee Martin has put pen to paper to offer his wisdom, honed
during thirty years of teaching the oh-so-elusive art of writing. Telling Stories is intended for
anyone interested in thinking more about the elements of storytelling in short stories, novels,
and memoirs. Martin clearly delineates helpful and practical techniques for demystifying the
writing process and provides tools for perfecting the art of the scene, characterization, detail,
point of view, language, and revision—in short, the art of writing. His discussion of the craft in
his own life draws from experiences, memories, and stories to provide a more personal
perspective on the elements of writing. Martin provides encouragement by sharing what he’s
learned from his journey through frustrations, challenges, and successes. Most important,
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Telling Stories emphasizes that you are not alone on this journey and that writers must remain
focused on what they love: the process of moving words on the page. By focusing on that
purpose, Martin contends, the journey will always take you where you’re meant to go.
Twenty-five interviews share Oates' views on literature, the responsibility of the writer, major
themes and influences in her work, and her approach to writing
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