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In February 2014, street protests in Kiev and other Ukrainian cities led to the ousting of the Russian-backed President
Yanukovych. The so-called Euromaidan Revolution saw many changes to Ukraine's constitution, but the violent reaction in the
east and south of the country led to armed counter-revolution, unofficially backed by Russia. This conflict is the essential example
of Russia's new policy of 'hybrid warfare', which blends propaganda, misinformation, and the deployment of 'deniable' Special
Forces and regular troops alongside proxies and mercenaries to achieve its strategic ends. Using his extensive contacts in both
Russia and Ukraine, and access to a mass of official and unofficial sources, Mark Galeotti presents a thorough and intriguing
primer on all the forces involved in the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. Supported by specially commissioned artwork, he analyses
both the progress of the war, and what it teaches us about Russia's current military capabilities.
Not all that glitters is gold. Nikolai Krasnorada leads the life of a corporate nomad. Working for a gold explorations company, he’s
never put down roots, and he likes it that way. Roots can be dangerous, as everyone from his “man-hating” sister to his
manipulative mother to his war-traumatized father has proven. But when his CEO sends him to Toronto to strike a deal with
LeBeau Mining, Nikolai meets Henri LeBeau, crown prince to the resources conglomerate and inveterate flirt. Sparks fly
immediately, despite the business deal that threatens to go sour and Nikolai’s own reluctance to give Henri false hope about him
being Mr. Right. He’s barely come to terms with his bisexuality, and getting involved with Henri would get messy. When LeBeau
Mining launches a hostile takeover bid, Nikolai and Henri find themselves on opposite sides of the negotiating table. But
fortunately – or perhaps unfortunately – for Nikolai, Henri’s not nearly as interested in his company as he is in his heart.
On 7th March 2004, former SAS soldier and mercenary Simon Mann prepared to take off from Harare International Airport with an
aeroplane full of heavy weaponry and guns for hire. Their destination: the former Spanish colony of Equatorial Guinea. Their
mission: to remove one of the most brutal dictators in Africa in a privately organised coup d'etat. The plot had the tacit approval of
Western intelligence agencies and, according to Mann, the backing of a European government. Simon Mann had personally
planned, overseen and won two wars in Angola and Sierra Leone. Everything should have gone right. Why, then, did it go so
wrong? When Simon was released from five years' incarceration in two of Africa's toughest prisons, he made worldwide headlines.
Since then, he has spoken to nobody about his experiences. Now, he is telling everything, including: * His belief that the CIA
deliberately compromised the coup to court favour with Equatorial Guinea's President Obiang, in return for access to the country's
vast oil resources. * How the British government approached Simon in the months preceeding the Iraq war, asking him to suggest
ways in which a justified invasion of Iraq could be engineered. * The real story behind the involvement of Mark Thatcher in the
coup plot * Simon will also tell of his pain when he had to tell his wife, Amanda, who gave birth to their fourth child while he was
incarcerated, that he believed he would never be freed.This is Simon's remarkable first-hand account of his life: an account that
will read like a thriller as it takes us into the world of mercenaries and spooks: of murky imternational politics, big oil and big bucks;
of action, danger, love, despair and betrayal.
The Special Operations Forces Medical Handbook is a comprehensive reference designed for combat and special forces medics
in the field, it is also a must-have reference for any military or emergency response medical personnel, particularly in hostile
environments. Developed as a primary medical information resource and field guide for the Special Operations Command
(SOCOM). As a grid-down medical reference for the doomsday prepper it can't be beaten. Defines the standard of health care
delivery under adverse and general field conditions. Organized according to symptoms, organ systems, specialty areas,
operational environments and procedures. Emphasizes acute care in all its forms (including gynecology, general medicine,
dentistry, poisonings, infestations, parasitic infections, acute infections, hyper- and hypothermia, high altitude, aerospace, dive
medicine, and sanitation.). DO NO HARM, DO KNOW HARM The following medical texts should be in the preps of every serious
off-grid survivor: Ranger Medic Handbook Special Operations Medical Handbook STP 31-18D34-SM-TG A MOS 18D Special
Forces Medical Sergeant PART A: Skill Levels 3 and 4 STP 31-18D34-SM-TG B MOS 18D Special Forces Medical Sergeant
PART B: Skill Levels 3 and 4
It was 2004, and Sean McFate had a mission in Burundi: to keep the president alive and prevent the country from spiraling into
genocide, without anyone knowing that the United States was involved. The United States was, of course, involved, but only
through McFate's employer, the military contractor DynCorp International. Throughout the world, similar scenarios are playing out
daily. The United States can no longer go to war without contractors. Yet we don't know much about the industry's structure, its
operations, or where it's heading. Typically led by ex-military men, contractor firms are by their very nature secretive. Even the
U.S. government-the entity that actually pays them-knows relatively little. In The Modern Mercenary, Sean McFate lays bare this
opaque world, explaining the economic structure of the industry and showing in detail how firms operate on the ground. A former
U.S. Army paratrooper and private military contractor, McFate provides an unparalleled perspective into the nuts and bolts of the
industry, as well as a sobering prognosis for the future of war. While at present, the U.S. government and U.S. firms dominate the
market, private military companies are emerging from other countries, and warlords and militias have restyled themselves as
private security companies in places like Afghanistan and Somalia. To understand how the proliferation of private forces may
influence international relations, McFate looks back to the European Middle Ages, when mercenaries were common and contract
warfare the norm. He concludes that international relations in the twenty-first century may have more in common with the twelfth
century than the twentieth. This "back to the future" situation, which he calls "neomedievalism," is not necessarily a negative
condition, but it will produce a global system that contains rather than solves problems. The Modern Mercenary is the first work
that combines a broad-ranging theory of the phenomenon with an insider's understanding of what the world of the private military
industry is actually like.
This book assesses the use of ‘mercenaries’ by states, and their integration into the national armed forces as part of a new
hybridisation trend of contemporary armies. Governments, especially in the West, are undertaking an unprecedented wave of
demilitarisation and military budget cuts. Simultaneously, these same governments are increasingly opening their armies up to
foreign nationals and outsourcing military operations to private companies. This book explores the impact of this hybridisation on
the values, cohesion and effectiveness of the armed forces by comparing and contrasting the experiences of the French Foreign
Legion, private military companies in Angola, and the merging of private contractors and American troops in Iraq. Examining the
employment of foreign citizens and private security companies as military forces and tools of foreign policy, and their subsequent
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impact on the national armed forces, the book investigates whether the difficulties of coordinating soldiers of various nationalities
and allegiances within public-private joint military operations undermines the legitimacy of the state. Furthermore, the author
questions whether this trend for outsourcing security can realistically provide a long term and positive contribution to national
security. This book will be of much interest to students of private military companies, strategic studies, international security and IR
in general.
Meet Blackwater USA, the private army that the US government has quietly hired to operate in international war zones and on
American soil. Its contacts run from military and intelligence agencies to the upper echelons of the White House; it has a military
base, a fleet of aircraft and 20,000 troops, but since September 2007 the firm has been hit by a series of scandals that, far from
damaging the company, have led to an unprecedented period of expansion. This revised and updated edition includes Scahill's
continued investigative work into one of the outrages of our time: the privatisation of war.
Pike Logan tracks highly-trained Russian assassins to Brazil in this blistering, action-packed thriller from New York Times
bestselling author and former Special Forces Officer Brad Taylor. “It’s an excellent read, and I greatly enjoyed it.” —Nelson
DeMille Pike Logan and the Taskforce were once the apex predators, an unrivaled hunting machine that decimated those out to
harm the United States, but they may have met their match. While Pike Logan and Jennifer Cahill prepare to join their team on a
counter-terrorist mission in the triple frontier—the lawless tri-border region where Argentina, Brazil, and Paraguay meet—they are
targeted in Charleston, South Carolina. A vicious explosion kills a friend, and the perpetrators have set it up to look like an
accident. While the authorities believe this was not foul play, Pike knows the attack was meant for him. When he loses contact with
the team in South America, Pike is convinced he and the Taskforce are under assault. His men are the closest thing to family that
Pike has, which means he will do anything, even ignore direct orders to stand down, to find them. Pike and Jennifer head to Brazil
to investigate their disappearance and run headlong into a crew of Russian assassins. Within days they are entangled in a
byzantine scheme involving Brazilian politics and a cut-throat battle for control of offshore oil fields. Forged in combat, the
Russians are the equal of anything the Taskforce has encountered before, but they make a mistake in attacking Pike’s team,
because Pike has a couple of elite Israeli assassins of his own. And Pike will stop at nothing to protect his family.
How three key figures in Moscow, Beijing, and Tehran built ruthless irregular warfare campaigns that are eroding American power.
In Three Dangerous Men, defense expert Seth Jones argues that the US is woefully unprepared for the future of global
competition. While America has focused on building fighter jets, missiles, and conventional warfighting capabilities, its three
principal rivals—Russia, Iran, and China—have increasingly adopted irregular warfare: cyber attacks, the use of proxy forces,
propaganda, espionage, and disinformation to undermine American power. Jones profiles three pioneers of irregular warfare in
Moscow, Beijing, and Tehran who adapted American techniques and made huge gains without waging traditional warfare: Russian
Chief of Staff Valery Gerasimov; the deceased Iranian Major General Qassem Soleimani; and vice chairman of China’s Central
Military Commission Zhang Youxia. Each has spent his career studying American power and devised techniques to avoid a
conventional or nuclear war with the US. Gerasimov helped oversee a resurgence of Russian irregular warfare, which included
attempts to undermine the 2016 and 2020 US presidential elections and the SolarWinds cyber attack. Soleimani was so effective
in expanding Iranian power in the Middle East that Washington targeted him for assassination. Zhang Youxia presents the most
alarming challenge because China has more power and potential at its disposal. Drawing on interviews with dozens of US military,
diplomatic, and intelligence officials, as well as hundreds of documents translated from Russian, Farsi, and Mandarin, Jones
shows how America’s rivals have bloodied its reputation and seized territory worldwide. Instead of standing up to autocratic
regimes, Jones demonstrates that the United States has largely abandoned the kind of information, special operations,
intelligence, and economic and diplomatic action that helped win the Cold War. In a powerful conclusion, Jones details the key
steps the United States must take to alter how it thinks about—and engages in—competition before it is too late.
A lot of confusion, a lot of humor, a lot of broken dreams and broken promises, an occasional triumph. 1978—a chance meeting on
a remote military airbase between two Green Berets involved in the same operation leads to a partnership that will last over forty
years. Four years after that meeting, Nick Brokhausen and Jeff Miller leave the service within a few weeks of each other and begin
an odyssey that takes them to dozens of countries on five continents. Along with a small coterie of fellow former Special
Operations and intelligence community veterans like Penguini, Max, Reek, The Spider Woman and a score of others—some heroes
and some villains—they undertake a variety of missions for the government, other governments, large multinational corporations
mostly in the aerospace or resource development industries, and occasionally just for suffering individuals who cannot find help
anywhere else. In the process they lay the groundwork for an entire new industry of private military contractors. Two men sadly
just a bit ahead of their time. Every episode in this book actually happened. Not always precisely as described herein, but close.
Changes have been made sometimes to make the narrative flow more smoothly, some to obfuscate events that might be flirting
with classification issues… Names have been changed, not always to protect the innocent. But the underlying story is, for the most
part, the reality as they lived it.
From Pulitzer Prize - winning Washington Post reporter Steve Fainaru comes an unforgettable journey into Iraq's parallel war - a
world filled with tens of thousands of armed men roaming Iraq with impunity, doing jobs the military can't or won't do. Fainaru
reveals in gritty and shocking detail what drives these men to do the world's most dangerous work.
Racing from the remote, war-scarred landscapes of the Middle East to the blood-soaked chaos of the U.S.-Mexico border, #1 New
York Times bestselling author Tom Clancy delivers a heart-stopping thriller that is frighteningly close to reality. Working behind the
scenes for the CIA, ex-Navy SEAL Maxwell Moore arrives at a rendezvous to take charge of a high-ranking Taliban captive and
barely escapes with his life. Undaunted, Moore is relentless in his quest to find the terrorist cell responsible, but what he discovers
leads him to a much darker conspiracy in an unexpected part of the globe... After years of planning, the Taliban have come to
terms with a vicious Mexican drug cartel and agreed to supply them with opium. For the cartel, the deal means money, power, and
ultimate control of the drug trade. But for the Taliban, it is a long awaited opportunity: to exploit the cartels and bring the fire of the
jihad to the hearts of the infidels, striking against the very heart of America.
Over 100 combat missions, 24 years as a Green Beret—Full Battle Rattle tells the legend of a soldier who served America in every
war since Vietnam. Master Sergeant Changiz Lahidji served on Special Forces A teams longer than anyone in history, completing
over a hundred combat missions in Afghanistan. Changiz is a Special Forces legend. He also happens to be the first Muslim
Green Beret. Changiz served this country starting with Operation Eagle Claw in 1980, when he entered Tehran on a one-man
mission to spy on Iranian soldiers guarding the US Embassy where 52 US diplomats were being held hostage. Three years later,
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he was in Beirut, Lebanon when a suicide car bomb exploded in front of the US Embassy killing 83 people. Weeks after that, he
was shot by Hezbollah terrorists on a night mission. In Operation Iraqi Freedom, he led a convoy that was ambushed on its way to
Fallujah. He was clearing houses in Mogadishu, Somalia on October, 1993 when a US Black Hawk helicopter was shot down 50
feet away from him in the incident that inspired Black Hawk Down. In 2002, he dressed as a farmer and snuck into Eastern
Afghanistan and located Osama Bin Laden for the CIA. Along the way, Changiz earned numerous commendations, including the
Special Forces Legion of Merit, Purple Hearts, and many others. Last year he was nominated for induction in Military Intelligence
Hall of Fame and cited as “the finest noncommissioned officer to ever serve in Special Forces.” His story is an amazing tale of
perseverance and courage, of combat and one man’s love of his adopted country.
The killing part is the easy bit; the tricky part is finding the right people to kill. Rob was a Special Forces operator with some of the
world finest regiments and served in four national armies over a career that has spanned forty years and continues today. In 1965
he earned the converted Green Beret as a member of 2 Commando Australia. He left in 1968 to Southeast Asia. Finding work of a
military nature in Laos, (in the war that never was). The end of the contract found him in England where he joined the British
Parachute Regiment and completed three tours in Northern Ireland at the height of the troubles, taking part in Operation
Demetrius. On his last tour, he was detached from his battalion and worked covert operations with a little-known group called the
MRF (Military Reaction Force). 1974 saw Rob in Rhodesia as a member of the internationally acclaimed C Squadron SAS, where
he was wounded on operations twice. This was a turning point in Rob’s life as he surrendered to Christ becoming a Christian. He
was to carry on as an operator, but now with a biblical world view. Rob was recruited in 1980 by the South African Defense Force
and was a member of 6 Reconnaissance Commando Special Forces and later became an operative with what was commonly
called ‘the funnies’ or CSI Chief of Staff Intelligence. From 1996 to 2007 Rob was in South Sudan and Iraq, receiving a letter of
commendation from the United States Army. Still active today, Rob specializes in close protection and tactical security training for
civilian personnel.
An action-packed novel--originally published in 1965 and updated to include new role of modern-day Special Forces in the war
against terrorism--describes the operations, dangerous missions, and guerrilla warfare tactics of the United States Army Special
Forces fighting in the Vietnam War. Reprint.
One of President Obama's Favorite Books of the Year | A New York Times Notable Book | One of the Wall Street Journal Ten Best
Books of the Year "Missionaries is a courageous book: It doesn’t shy away, as so much fiction does, from the real world.” —Juan
Gabriel Vásquez, The New York Times Book Review “A sweeping, interconnected novel of ideas in the tradition of Joseph Conrad
and Norman Mailer . . . By taking a long view of the ‘rational insanity’ of global warfare, Missionaries brilliantly fills one of the
largest gaps in contemporary literature.” —The Wall Street Journal The debut novel from the National Book Award-winning author
of Redeployment A group of Colombian soldiers prepares to raid a drug lord's safe house on the Venezuelan border. They're
watching him with an American-made drone, about to strike using military tactics taught to them by U.S. soldiers who honed their
skills to lethal perfection in Iraq. In Missionaries, Phil Klay examines the globalization of violence through the interlocking stories of
four characters and the conflicts that define their lives. For Mason, a U.S. Army Special Forces medic, and Lisette, a foreign
correspondent, America's long post-9/11 wars in the Middle East exerted a terrible draw that neither is able to shake. Where can
such a person go next? All roads lead to Colombia, where the US has partnered with local government to keep predatory narco
gangs at bay. Mason, now a liaison to the Colombian military, is ready for the good war, and Lisette is more than ready to cover it.
Juan Pablo, a Colombian officer, must juggle managing the Americans' presence and navigating a viper's nest of factions bidding
for power. Meanwhile, Abel, a lieutenant in a local militia, has lost almost everything in the seemingly endless carnage of his home
province, where the lines between drug cartels, militias, and the state are semi-permeable. Drawing on six years of research in
America and Colombia into the effects of the modern way of war on regular people, Klay has written a novel of extraordinary
suspense infused with geopolitical sophistication and storytelling instincts that are second to none. Missionaries is a window not
only into modern war, but into the individual lives that go on long after the drones have left the skies.

An explosive account of a secret group of mercenaries based on newly declassified documents.
Second volume of Deutscher prize-winning trilogy on the future of IR, tracing the defining characteristics of 'foreign
encounters' over time.
This volume presents a number of case studies of military advisors and missions in order to provide clear historical
examples of the evolution, functioning and motives of foreign military advising in the modern era. Containing essays by
US contributors covering a wide range of countries and spanning nearly 200 years of history, the case studies show the
evolution of foreign military advising from ill-organized mercenary units, to professional, government-sponsored teams
driven by a desire to cultivate political and economic influence, to Cold War tools for pursuing ideological aims, nation
building, and modernization, to post-Cold War elements of alliance integration. Finally, the book highlights the increasing
present-day role of private corporations, some of which provide complete military forces, thereby bringing the evolution of
foreign military advising full circle. This book will be of interest to students of military history, civil-military relations,
peacekeeping, security studies and political science in general.
Joining the Royal Marine Commandos is a challenge that only the toughest men should take on. Platoon Sergeant Col
'Bulldog' Wilson's world of work, gym, exercise and discipline is heaved out of its angles when the new recruits arrive with
Chris Thompson amongst them. Twenty-one, handsome, tall, university graduate, triathlete, and ... openly gay in an
environment of institutional homophobia. Col finds himself thrown into turmoil that is nothing like any conflict he'd ever
encountered, nor any operational theatre he'd ever fought in. When this particular battle becomes personal, he has to ask
himself who is the enemy.
For anyone who's ever considered a career as a warrior-for-hire—or who just wants to learn more about the lifestyle—How
to Become a Mercenary is the ultimate guide to all the history, training, and equipment information you'll ever need!
Mercenaries—who are often trained as part of the best Special Forces, including American Delta Force, British SAS,
French Foreign Legion, Marines, SBS, SEALs, and many others—perform one of the most dangerous and feared jobs in
the world. Their task is to go into remote locations and remove their targets by any means necessary. They are “hired
hands,” and have no remorse for their actions. Now, along with Soldier of Fortune magazine, Barry Davies teaches you
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the training and knowledge that goes into being a mercenary, as well as the history of the profession and how it has
evolved. How to Become a Mercenary will teach you everything you’ve ever needed to know about becoming a
mercenary, and also how to excel at it with information on weapons, escape plans, and overall safety. You will learn: •
Where and how to find work • How to understand and apply the most modern tactics • What languages to master •
Which weapons are preferred • How to disappear after you’ve completed your job It’s always been about the money,
but in this book, you will learn all the skills that you must acquire before you take your first job. Just remember: Article 47
of the Geneva Convention states that “a mercenary shall not have the right to be a combatant or a prisoner of war.”
Getting caught is not an option, and in this manual, you will learn how to avoid that at all costs.
Mercenaries perform one of the most dangerous and feared jobs in the world. Their task is to go into remote locations
and remove their targets by any means necessary. They are “hired hands,” and have no remorse for their actions. Along
with Soldier of Fortune magazine, Barry Davies teaches you the training and knowledge that goes into being a
mercenary. Davies will also go into the history of the profession and show how it has evolved. It’s always been about the
money, but in this book, you will learn all the skills that you must acquire before you take your first job. You will learn: •
Where and how to find work • How to understand and apply the most modern tactics • What languages to master •
Which weapons are preferred • How to disappear after you’ve completed your job Mercenaries are usually trained as
part of the best Special Forces, including American Delta Force, British SAS, French Foreign Legion, Marines, SBS,
SEALs, and many others. This guide will teach you everything you’ve ever needed to know about becoming a
mercenary, and also how to excel at it with information on weapons, escape plans, and overall safety. Remember, Article
47 of the Geneva Convention states that “a mercenary shall not have the right to be a combatant or a prisoner of war.”
Getting caught is not an option, and in this manual, you will learn how to avoid that at all costs.
The main aim of this book is to argue that the use of private force by states has been restricted by a norm against
mercenary use. The book traces the evolution of this norm, from mercenaries in medieval Europe through to private
security companies in modern day Iraq, telling a story about how the mercenaries of yesterday have evolved into those of
today in the process. The norm against mercenaries has two components. First, mercenaries are considered to be
immoral because they use force outside legitimate, authoritative control. Second, mercenaries are considered to be
morally problematic because they fight wars for selfish, financial reasons as opposed to fighting for some kind of larger
conception of the common good. The book examines four puzzles about mercenary use, and argues that they can only
be explained by understanding the norm against mercenaries. First, the book argues that moral disapproval of
mercenaries led to the disappearance of independent mercenaries from medieval Europe. Second, the transition from
armies composed of mercenaries to citizen armies in the nineteenth century can only be understood with attention to the
norm against mercenaries. Third, it is impossible to understand why international law regarding mercenaries, created in
the 1970s and 1980s, is so ineffective without understanding the norm. Finally, the disappearance of companies like
Executive Outcomes and Sandline and the development of today's private security industry cannot be understood without
the norm. This book is a project of the Oxford Leverhulme Programme on the Changing Character of War.
"Blackwater was the most notorious private contractor of the Global War on Terror. It provided security for State
Department personnel in Iraq as they attempted to rebuild the country. In this scathingly honest memoir, Morgan Lerette,
an Army and Air Force veteran, details the truth of working as a Blackwater contractor in Iraq. For eighteen months in
2004 and 2005, his days were filled with harrowing danger or mind-numbing tedium. Nights were raunchy parties with a
cast of characters and antics to rival the most raucous frat house. The contractors had one goal: to survive. Some didn't.
For others like Lerette, Blackwater proved a maturing experience that underscored the inhumanity of war. Writing with
deft irony and dark humor, Lerette pulls back the curtain on the Blackwater myth to reveal a tale that is alternately laughout-loud absurd and cry-your-eyes-out sad as he navigates this pivotal chapter in his life and contemporary history." -NATIONAL BESTSELLER A dramatic insider account of the world of private military contracting. Armored cars, burner phones, top-notch
weaponry and top-secret missions--this is the life of today's private military contractor. Like author Simon Chase, many PMCs were once the
world's top military operatives, and since retiring from outfits like US Navy SEAL TEAM Six and the UK's Special Boat Service, they have
devoted their lives to executing sensitive and hazardous missions overseas. Working at the request of U.S. and British government entities as
well as for private clients, he takes on jobs that require "zero footprint," with no trace of their actions left behind. Chase delivers first-hand
accounts of tracking Bin Laden in Afghanistan and being one of the first responders after the attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi. We
see his teams defuse terrorist bombs, guard dignitaries, and protect convoys traveling through perilous territory--and then there are the really
big jobs: top-secret "zero footprint" missions that include searching for High Value Targets and setting up arms shipping networks. The
missions in Zero Footprint will shock readers, but so will the personal dangers. Chase and the men he works with operate without
government backup or air rescue. If they die serving their country--they remain anonymous. There are no military honors or benefits.
Contractors like Simon Chase are the unsung heroes in the war against terrorism, a strong, but largely invisible force--until now.
Mercenaries are more powerful than experts realize, a grave oversight. Those who assume they are cheap imitations of national armed
forces invite disaster because for-profit warriors are a wholly different genus and species of fighter. Private military companies such as the
Wagner Group are more like heavily armed multinational corporations than the Marine Corps. Their employees are recruited from different
countries, and profitability is everything. Patriotism is unimportant, and sometimes a liability. Unsurprisingly, mercenaries do not fight
conventionally, and traditional war strategies used against them may backfire.
In a dystopian austerity-ravaged London, disgraced former police officer Brook fights as an indentured boxer. Does he dare to trust privileged
barrister Nathaniel, who thinks he can free him?
W.E.B. Griffin returns to the series that launched his phenomenal career-- in an explosive new novel that pits a team of Special Forces
warriors against the legendary revolutionary Che Guevara.
Full color publication with photographs. A first of its kind, this book-of, by, and for the noncommissioned officer and petty officer-is a
comprehensive explanation of the enlisted leader across the U.S. Armed Services. It complements The Armed Forces Officer, the latest
edition of which was published by NDU Press in 2007, as well as the Services' NCO/PO manuals and handbooks. Written by a team of
Active, Reserve, and retired senior enlisted leaders from all Service branches, this book defines and describes how NCOs/POs fit into an
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organization, centers them in the Profession of Arms, explains their dual roles of complementing the officer and enabling the force, and
exposes their international engagement. As Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Martin E. Dempsey writes in his foreword to the
book, "We know noncommissioned officers and petty officers to have exceptional competence, professional character, and soldierly grit-they
are exemplars of our Profession of Arms." Aspirational and fulfilling, this book helps prepare young men and women who strive to become
NCOs/POs, re-inspires serving enlisted leaders, and stimulates reflection by those who have retired from or left active service. It also gives
those who have never worn the uniform a better understanding of who these exceptional men and women are, and why they are properly
known as the "Backbone of the Armed Forces."
Fighting with your back to the wall is all well and good—as long as you’ve chosen the right wall. When the local authorities ask Kyle Juenger
to hunt a shape-shifting Glyrinny spy, he can’t refuse. After all, he can use the reward to replace his paralyzed legs with cyberware, and
maybe even to return to his home planet. Besides, he hates the morphs—those invasive, brain-eating monstrosities whose weapons cost him
his legs. Kyle’s best lead is the Scorpion, a mercenary ship armed to the teeth. Grimm, the Scorpion’s pilot and captain, fascinates Kyle.
He’s everything Kyle lost with his legs, and he’s from the same home world. He’s also of the warrior caste—half priest, half savior. But
Grimm’s been twisted by life as a merc, and Kyle’s stuck undercover as a criminal on the run. That doesn’t stop Grimm from coming on to
Kyle, or from insisting he’s more than the sum of his past and his useless legs. But Kyle has other concerns—like tracking a dangerous morph
who could be wearing anyone’s face. And as if things weren’t complicated enough, Kyle can’t tell if Grimm is part of the solution . . . or part
of the problem.
The “fast-paced, fascinating, often shocking” account of hired guns and their heroic adventures in hotspots around the world—includes photos
(Milwaukee Journal). Merc is a classic; first published in 1979, its characters and stories are as vivid and worthy of retelling today. American
soldiers of fortune have seen action on nearly every battlefield in history—from the Revolutionary War to modern times, men like John Early, a
member of the famed Selous Scouts who hunted terrorists in Rhodesia. They fight because they enjoy combat, for causes in which they
passionately believe, for money, or simply for adventure. The mercs profiled in this book range from West Point graduates and Harvard poets
to former CIA agents and ex-cons. They are men like William Morgan, a guerrilla leader in the Cuban uprising against Fulgencio Batista, later
imprisoned and executed by Fidel Castro; David Marcus, raised in New York’s Hell’s Kitchen, who went on to a brilliant career in law and
reform politics and died in 1947 fighting for the survival of a tiny new nation called Israel; William Brooks, Vietnam Special Forces veteran
who, down and out in a cheap Paris hotel, joined the French Foreign Legion and ended up in a remote African outpost where he lived on
Coke, salt tablets, and paregoric while fighting Somali insurgents; and George Bacon, an ex-CIA operative in Laos with mysterious
connections, who died fighting Cubans in Angola. Because their private histories parallel the larger history of unconventional warfare and
political upheaval, Merc provides insight into global conflicts—but most of all it is a fast-paced, eye-opening account of a little-known but
fascinating way of life.
Already a classic of war reporting and now reissued as a Grove Press paperback, Black Hawk Down is Mark Bowden’s brilliant account of
the longest sustained firefight involving American troops since the Vietnam War. On October 3, 1993, about a hundred elite U.S. soldiers
were dropped by helicopter into the teeming market in the heart of Mogadishu, Somalia. Their mission was to abduct two top lieutenants of a
Somali warlord and return to base. It was supposed to take an hour. Instead, they found themselves pinned down through a long and terrible
night fighting against thousands of heavily armed Somalis. The following morning, eighteen Americans were dead and more than seventy had
been badly wounded. Drawing on interviews from both sides, army records, audiotapes, and videos (some of the material is still classified),
Bowden’s minute-by-minute narrative is one of the most exciting accounts of modern combat ever written—a riveting story that captures the
heroism, courage, and brutality of battle.
An army veteran with deep expertise in military and international affairs makes his fiction debut with this electrifying international thriller—the
first volume in a blistering hot series in the tradition of Brad Thor, Tom Clancy, and Daniel Silva. In Shadow War, an elite American
mercenary on a secret mission to save a businessman’s family in Eastern Europe must navigate perilous setbacks and deadly enemies that
threaten to tip the balance of power between Russia and the United States. Tom Locke is an elite warrior working for Apollo Outcomes, one
of the world’s most successful private contracting firms. Pulled out of a mission in Libya, he is tapped for an unusual and risky assignment: a
top secret black op in Ukraine. He is given one week to rescue an oligarch’s family and pull off a spectacular assault that could have longlasting repercussions for this imperiled Eastern European nation and the world. What Locke doesn’t know is that the operation comes with a
dangerous complication: Brad Winters. Locke’s ambitious and enigmatic boss is engaged in a secretive, high-stakes geopolitical chess game
with several influential powerbrokers in capitals around the world. One misstep could cost him—and Locke—everything. While Locke has
methodically planned the mission and hand-picked a team of trusted operatives to pull it off—and save his ass if things go south—he doesn’t
count on running into a former love, war correspondent Alie MacFarlane, who impulsively makes a move that risks both their lives. Locke is
an intelligent, iconoclastic soldier who specializes in pulling off the impossible. But all his brilliant preparation can’t prevent the kind of
backstabbing and deception that could lead to catastrophe . . . and tip the balance of power toward Putin’s Russia.
Presenting a fascinating insider's view of U.S.A.F. special operations, this volume brings to life the critical contributions these forces have
made to the exercise of air & space power. Focusing in particular on the period between the Korean War & the Indochina wars of 1950-1979,
the accounts of numerous missions are profusely illustrated with photos & maps. Includes a discussion of AF operations in Europe during
WWII, as well as profiles of Air Commandos who performed above & beyond the call of duty. Reflects on the need for financial & political
support for restoration of the forces. Bibliography. Extensive photos & maps. Charts & tables.
Reveals unsettling practices in the privatization of American national security services to trace the establishment of and questionable
dependency on private military and security companies. By the author of Savage Peace. 40,000 first printing.
"Bravo Team’s technical analyst and confirmed bachelor, Nathan Carter, is happy being single and has no intention of falling under the spell
of a woman. Ever. Then, he meets Gracelynn. Before he knows it, the sweet, tenacious woman has Nate questioning his long-standing
doubts about love, soul mates, and happily ever after." -- Amazon.com
Squire William Raven has only one goal—to finally receive his spurs and become a knight. When his lord, Sir Robert de Cantilou, returns from
a five-year crusade in the Holy Land, William wants nothing more than to impress him. After Sir Robert's return, noble guests arrive from
France, bringing intrigue to the castle. William is oblivious to the politics, as he's distracted by nightly visits from a faceless lover—a man who
pleasures him in the dark and then leaves—a man he soon discovers is none other than his master, Sir Robert. But William can't ignore the
scheming around him when he overhears a plot to murder Robert. He becomes intent on saving his lord and lover from those who would see
him killed... 31,000 words
In February 2002, British journalist James Brabazon set out to travel with guerrilla forces into Liberia to show the world what was happening
in that war-torn country. To protect him, he hired Nick du Toit, a former South African Defence Force soldier who had fought in conflicts
across Africa for over three decades. What follows is an incredible behind-the-scenes account of the Liberian rebels — known as the LURD —
as they attempt to seize control of the country from government troops led by President Charles Taylor. In this gripping narrative, James
Brabazon paints a brilliant portrait of the chaos that tore West Africa apart: nations run by warlords and kleptocrats, rebels fighting to displace
them, ordinary people caught in the crossfire — and everywhere adventurers and mercenaries operating in war's dark shadows. It is a brutally
honest book about what it takes to be a journalist, survivor, and friend in this morally corrosive crucible.
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‘Diving was a boys-own adventure, a jump into the unknown full of devil-may-care attitudes. It welcomed you with one hand and cast you
asunder with the other. It was a hideous bitch goddess and it drank the blood of the unprepared.’ Since his low-key upbringing, Hugh ‘Obi’
O’Brien’s life has been a wild ride. What led this country boy, one of four sporty sons, from Sydney boarding school to directionless youth to
navy clearance diver – slipping undetected through deep waters to defuse mines and dismantle bombs? Then, upping the adrenaline, Obi
joined the mysterious Special Forces counterterrorism unit TAG (East) – no walk in the park. In his memoir Undaunted – full of eye-popping
anecdotes and sparing the reader nothing of his persistent self-doubt – he recounts this incredible journey. He also describes the difficult
transition from military life – to his days risking ‘spaghettification’ on underwater construction projects then private security work piratehunting in the Red Sea and tearing along the world’s most dangerous roads in the Middle East. If you’ve ever wondered what it would be
like to follow a high-action alternative route through life, Obi makes a unique guide. Undaunted is an engaging and unexpected account by an
operator at once tough, whimsical and funny and always brutally honest.
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