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Claudio Monteverdi's historical position in music has been compared to that of Shakespeare in literature: almost exact
contemporaries, each worked from traditional beginnings to transform nearly every genre he attempted. In this book,
Massimo Ossi delves into the most significant aspect of Monteverdi's career: the development, during the first years of
the seventeenth century, of a new compositional style he called the seconda prattica or "second manner." Challenged in
print for the unconventional aspects of his music, Monteverdi found himself at the center of a debate between defenders
of Renaissance principles and the newest musical currents of the time. The principles of the seconda prattica, Ossi
argues in this sophisticated analysis of Monteverdi's writings, music, and approaches to text-setting, were in fact much
more significant to the course of Monteverdi's career than previously thought by modern scholars-not only did Monteverdi
continue to pursue their aesthetic and theoretical implications for the rest of his life, but they also affected his dramatic
compositions as well as his chamber vocal music and sacred works. Ossi "divines the oracle" of Monteverdi's ambiguous
theoretical concepts in a clear way and in terms of pure music; his book will enhance our understanding of Monteverdi as
one of the most significant figures in western music history.
This volume’s 571 documents cover both Jefferson’s opposition to restrictions on slavery in Missouri and his concession that “the
boisterous sea of liberty is never without a wave.” Seeking support for the University of Virginia, he fears that southerners who receive New
England educations will return with northern values. Calling it “the Hobby of my old age,” Jefferson envisions an institution dedicated to “the
illimitable freedom of the human mind.” He infers approvingly from revolutionary movements in Europe and South America that “the disease
of liberty is catching.” Constantine S. Rafinesque addresses three public letters to Jefferson presenting archaeological research on
Kentucky’s Alligewi Indians, and Jefferson circulates a Nottoway-language vocabulary. Early in 1821 he cites declining health and advanced
age as he turns over the management of his Monticello and Poplar Forest plantations to his grandson Thomas Jefferson Randolph. In
discussions with trusted correspondents, Jefferson admires Jesus’s morality while doubting his miracles, discusses the materiality of the
soul, and shares his thoughts on Unitarianism. Reflecting on the dwindling number of their old friends, he tells Maria Cosway that he is like “a
solitary trunk in a desolate field, from which all it’s former companions have disappeared.”
Volume 2 of 3. This monumental three-volume work on the Italian madrigal from its beginnings about 1500 to its decline in the 17th
century is based on the research of 40 years, and is a cultural history of the development of Italian music. Mr. Einstein, renowned
musicologist, supplies a background and a sense of proportion to the field: he gives the right order to the single composers in the
evolution fo the madrigal, attaches new values to old names, and places in the foreground the outstanding, but until now rather
neglected, personality of Cipriano de Rore. His work is not, however, purely musicological; his object is to inquire into the functions
of secular music in Italian life during the Cinquecento, and to contribute to our knowledge and understanding of that great century
in general. Translated from the German by Oliver Strunk, Roger Sessions and Alexander H. Krappe. Originally published in 1948.
The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books
from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books
while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase
access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in
1905.
Beginning students of Italian language and literature will welcome these selections of poetry, fiction, history, and philosophy by
14th- to 20th-century authors, including Dante, Boccaccio, Pirandello, and 52 others.
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